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Spanish III Syllabus 
CHS World Languages Department 

 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email or visiting the 
school.  
Teacher:  Gretchen Cayton 
Email Address:  Gretchen.Cayton@ccsd.us   
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16221 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide 
tomorrow’s leaders with a high quality education by developing high 
expectations and positive personal relationships among students, staff, and 
community members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers 
students to learn, to lead, and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:  
Spanish III – 362     State Course # 060265  
Prerequisite: C or better in Spanish II or teacher permission.  
Elective      Grade: 9-12  
Graded Conventionally    Credit: 1  
Taught in an immersive Spanish environment, students in Spanish III will 
communicate not only about their own lives, but also about the world around 
them. Students will discuss issues of interest in the United States as well as the 
Spanish-speaking world. At the end of this course, successful students will be 
able to communicate at the intermediate-low level of proficiency, as defined by 
the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. Students will 
interpret paragraph-length written and spoken texts and be able to identify the 
main idea and some supporting details. They will be able to ask and answer 
questions in conversations, and they will communicate in authentic, original 
sentences. At the end of the Spanish III course, students will take Ohio State 
University’s CAAP exam, which will indicate where a student is likely to place in 
university-level courses. Spanish III is also an introduction to the more advanced 
Spanish courses offered at CHS. Successful completion of Spanish III lays the 
groundwork for success in honors and Advanced Placement Spanish courses 
offered at Chillicothe High School.  
 

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big 
Ideas of every Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be 
answered to better understand the Big Ideas. A student’s ability to grasp and 
answer the Essential Questions will define whether or not he or she adequately 
learns and can apply the skills found in Big Ideas.  This will ultimately define 
whether or not a student scores well on assessments given for this course. 
(Teacher Note: The Ainsworth Model suggests 1-3 Big Ideas for each Unit and 1-3 
essential questions per Big Idea. Each Unit will vary.)  

 1st or 3rd Quarter  
o Unit I Title: Establishing Novice High  

 Big Idea # 1 (Presentational): I can present information on both 
very familiar and everyday topics using a variety of practiced 
and memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences through 
spoken or written language. 

 Essential Question #1: How can I present information to 
narrate about my life, experiences and events?  

 Essential Question #2: How can I present information to 
give a preference, opinion or persuasive argument?  

 Essential Question #3: How can I present information to 
inform and explain?  

 Big Idea #2 (Interpersonal): I can communicate in spontaneous 
spoken or written conversations on both very familiar and 
everyday topics, using a variety of practiced or memorized 
words, phrases, and simple sentences. 

 Essential Question #1: How can I share information and 
ideas in conversations? 

 Essential Question #2: How can I meet my needs in 
conversations? 

 Essential Question #3: How can I express, react to and 
support preferences and opinions in conversations? 

 Big Idea #3 (Interpretive): I can identify the general topic and 
some basic information in texts that are spoken or written in 
both very familiar and everyday contexts, by recognizing 
practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences. 

 Essential Question #1: How can I understand 
informational texts? 

 Essential Question #2: How can I understand fictional 
texts?  

 Essential Question #3: How can I understand 
conversations and discussions?  

 Big Idea #4: I can identify some basic cultural beliefs and 
values. 
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 Essential Question #1: What are some cultural beliefs and 
values of [Target Culture(s)] 

 

o Unit II Title: Moving Towards Intermediate Low  
 Big Idea #1 (Presentational): I can communicate information, 

make presentations, and express my thoughts about familiar 
topics, using sentences and series of connected sentences 
through spoken or written language. 

 Essential Question #1: How can I present information to 
narrate about my life, experiences and events?  

 Essential Question #2: How can I present information to 
give a preference, opinion or persuasive argument?  

 Essential Question #3: How can I present information to 
inform and explain?  

 Big Idea #2 (Interpersonal): I can participate in spontaneous 
spoken or written conversations on familiar topics, creating 
sentences and series of sentences to ask and answer a variety of 
questions. 

 Essential Question #1: How can I share information and 
ideas in conversations? 

 Essential Question #2: How can I meet my needs in 
conversations? 

 Essential Question #3: How can I express, react to and 
support preferences and opinions in conversations? 

 Big Idea #3 (Interpretive): I can understand the main idea and 
some pieces of information from sentences and series of 
connected sentences within texts that are spoken, written or 
written on familiar topics. 

 Essential Question #1: How can I understand 
informational texts? 

 Essential Question #2: How can I understand fictional 
texts?  

 Essential Question #3: How can I understand 
conversations and discussions?  

 Big Idea #4: I can identify common patterns in the products and 
practices of a culture. 

 Essential Question #1: What are some common patterns in 
the products and practices of a culture? 

 

 END OF COURSE EXAM 
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Course Material: 
Google Chromebook 
Textbook:  
Supplemental Textbook(s):  
Electronic Resources: 
 
Proficiency Based Course Expectations: We are in a proficiency driven 
classroom where students are expected to stay in the target language 100% of the 
time. If you do not know a word, act it out, draw it, or use what you know to 
explain the word (this is called circumlocution). Students will participate and 
complete all in class activities, homework, and assessments. Students will read, 
write, listen, and speak in the target language and will be graded on their ability 
to do so based upon the Target Language Organic Immersion Rubric. Class will 
start in the OWL circle and there will be no chairs available the majority of the 
time.  You will be expected and graded on coming in and immediately reviewing 
the words from the previous day and/or any other bellringer that may be 
outlined on the board.  The premise of OWL is kinesthetic (kinesthetic learning, 
or tactile Learning is a learning style in which learning takes place by the 
students carrying out physical activities, rather than listening to a lecture or 
watching demonstrations) and 100% target language usage. When these 
classroom expectations breakdown, then you lose the integrity of OWL and will 
not succeed in the class. 
 

 Upon entering the classroom you will only speak only in Spanish  

 You will immediately form a circle, standing “pie a “pie” and chico a chica  

 You will not leave the circle 

 You will not lean against the walls, lean against the cabinets or sit on the 
desk.  

 If you do not know a word or know how to say the something in 

 Spanish you are to use circumlocution—use what you know, act it out, 
draw it! 
 

You must pay attention while others are asking prompts and answering 
questions while in the OWL circle. 
 
If you do not pay attention, you will miss out on the learning experiences.  
You learn from your own and other people’s mistakes – pay attention!  
You must respect yourself and others in the classroom 
 
Grading:  
Unit Exams          50%  
Assessments (Including: Quizzes, Essays, Labs, and Projects)  30%  
Class work/Homework        20%  
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 End of Course Exam is 20% of a student’s final grade.  
 

Grading Scale: 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student 
handbook or online at 
http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook 
 
Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board adopted policy on assignments 
that are turned in late (to be reviewed in class). 

 Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will be 
expected to make up the work and be held accountable for learning all 
material they missed.  

 Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will have 
one (1) additional day for every day they missed, to make up their work 
for full credit (100%).  

 Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for 
full credit, can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who 
turns in work, up to 1 week late, must at least be given the opportunity to 
earn 75% on the assignment they turn in.  

 Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for 
full credit can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who 
turns in work up, to 2 weeks late, must at least be given the opportunity to 
earn 60% on the assignment they turn in.  

 The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late work 
from students for full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides to give 
the student an incomplete for the 9 weeks due to extenuating 
circumstances.  
 

CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school 
year. Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this years’ tentative 
schedule is subject to change (at the teachers’ discretion).  
1st or 3rd 9 Weeks:  
Unit I Title:  
Week 1: Introduction to the OWL classroom 
Week 2: English Week / Pre-assessment 

 Beginning of Course Pre-assessment 
Weeks 3-4: Topic 1 Asuntos Globales: Inmigración de hispanoablantes (shared 
topic with Social Studies) 

 Formative Assessment 
Weeks 5-6: Topic 2 Presentational, Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Cultural 
Assignments 

 Formative Assessment 

http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
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Weeks 7-8: Topic 3 Presentational, Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Cultural 
Assignments 
Week 8: 

 Summative: Unit I Integrated Performance Assessment 
Week 9: 

 Summative: Language Portfolio Due 
2nd or 4th 9 Weeks:  
Unit II Title:  
Weeks 1-3: Topic 1 Presentational, Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Cultural 
Assignments 

 Formative Assessment 
Weeks 3-5: Topic 2 Presentational, Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Cultural 
Assignments 

 Formative Assessment 
Weeks 5-7: Topic 3 Presentational, Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Cultural 
Assignments 
Week 8: 

 Summative: Unit I Integrated Performance Assessment 
Week 9: 

 Summative: Language Portfolio Due 
END OF COURSE EXAM  
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. According to 
the Ohio Department of Education, “Performance Based Assessments (PBA) 
provides authentic ways for students to demonstrate and apply their 
understanding of the content and skills within the standards. The performance 
based assessments will provide formative and summative information to inform 
instructional decision-making and help students move forward on their 
trajectory of learning.” Some examples of Performance Based Assessments 
include but are not limited to portfolios, experiments, group projects, 
demonstrations, essays, and presentations. 
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CHS Spanish III Course Syllabus 
 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your 
parent(s) or guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can 
verify you understand what I expect out of each and every one of my students. 
Student Name (please print):  
______________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  
_______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:  

_______________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________________________________________________________ 


