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2017-2018 Social Studies CAPA Syllabus 
CHS Social Studies Department 

 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email or visiting the 
school.  
Teacher: Mr. Michael D. McCorkle 
Email Address: michael.mccorkle@ccsd.us  
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16214 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
Teacher Contact Websites/Social Media:   
 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide 
tomorrow’s leaders with a high quality education by developing high expectations 
and positive personal relationships among students, staff, and community 
members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers 
students to learn, to lead, and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:  
This course is designed to meet student’s individual needs for remediation in 
social studies. Basic social studies skills will be presented at the student’s current 
levels with appropriate exercises designed 104 to bring students to grade level 
expectancy. Emphasis will be placed on individual skills needed to succeed on 
state and local grade level assessments, as well as preparation for future 
studies. This course may also be used for credit recovery purposes. 
 
CHS CAPA Course Guidelines: 

● Bell Ringer:  Always a Next Generation Assessment Question. Testing 
verbs will always be used. 

 
Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big 
Ideas of every Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be 
answered to better understand the Big Ideas. A student’s ability to grasp and 
answer the Essential Questions will define whether or not he or she adequately 
learns and can apply the skills found in Big Ideas.  This will ultimately define 
whether or not a student scores well on assessments given for this course. 
(Teacher Note: The Ainsworth Model suggests 1-3 Big Ideas for each Unit and 1-
3 essential questions per Big Idea. Each Unit will vary.)  

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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● 1st or 3rd Quarter  

 

o Unit I Title: The Foundations of American Government 
▪ Big Idea #1: I can explain the basic principles of the U.S. 

Constitution.  
● Essential Question #1: What compromises did the Anti-

Federalists and Federalists agree upon to create the U.S. 
Constitution? (6) 

● Essential Question #2: What are the basic principles of a 
republican form of government found within the U.S. 
Constitution? (5) 

● Essential Question #3: In what specific ways does the 
U.S. Constitution represent a living document? (7-13,17) 

▪ Big Idea #2: I can outline the structures and functions of U.S. 
Government. 

● Essential Question #1: What is the role and organization 
of U.S. Congress? (14-15) 

● Essential Question #2: What is the role and organization 
of the Executive Branch and how does the Executive 
Branch influence foreign and domestic policy? (14-15) 

● Essential Question #3: What are the role and 
organization of the U.S. Judicial System? (14-15) 

▪ Big Idea #3: I can distinguish between the characteristics and 
vocabulary of state and local governments.  

● Essential Question #1: What is the role and organization 
(all three branches) of Ohio’s State Government? (19-20, 
21-22) 

● Essential Question #2: What challenges were identified 
within the original Ohio Constitution and how were those 
challenges addressed in the Ohio Constitution of 1851? 
(18) 

● Essential Question #3: What is the role and organization 
(all three branches) of local governments within the state 
of Ohio? (20-22) 

 
o Unit II Title: U.S. Founding Documents 

▪ Big Idea #1: I can apply the influence the Enlightenment had on 
the U.S. freedom documents and their importance.  

● Essential Question #1: Which Enlightenment themes are 
present in the founding documents? (5-9) 

● Essential Question #2: What is the Declaration of 
Independence and why is it important? (5) 

● Essential Question #3: What were the Articles of 
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Confederation, why were they important and why did they 
fail? (7) 

● Essential Question #4: What were the Federalist Papers 
and why were they important? (8) 

▪ Big Idea #2: I can outline the qualities and importance of the 
U.S. Constitution.  

● Essential Question #1: What is the U.S. Constitution and 
why is it important? (9) 

● Essential Question #2: What is the Bill of Rights and why 
is it included in the U.S. Constitution? (9) 

● Essential Question #3: What basic rights are found in 
amendments 11-27, in our U.S. Constitution? (9) 

▪ Big Idea #3: I can illustrate the importance of the Northwest 
Ordinance and can think like an historian.  

● Essential Question #1: What is the Northwest Ordinance 
and why is it important? (6) 

● Essential Question #2: What are the qualities of primary 
and secondary sources and in which situations would 
they be used? (2) 

● Essential Question #3: How does one determine the 
credibility of primary and secondary sources? (2) 

 
o Unit III Title: Early American History (1877- 1930) 

▪ Big Idea #1: I can describe the qualities of the U.S. 
Industrialization Era.  

● Essential Question #1: How and why did the U.S. 
transform from an agrarian to an urban industrial society? 
(10) 

● Essential Question #2: How did the Industrialization Era 
effect the workplace and goods production? (11) 

● Essential Question #3: Why did immigrants choose to 
come to the U.S. mass groups from 1880-1920 and how 
this population change affect urbanization? (12) 

▪ Big Idea #2: I can articulate the social, political, and economic 
changes in the U.S. during the Progressive Era.  

● Essential Question #1: What social reforms occurred 
during the Progressive Era and what amendments 
addressed these reforms? (14) 

● Essential Question #2: What political reforms occurred 
during the Progressive Era and what amendments 
addressed these reforms? (14) 

● Essential Question #3: What economic reforms occurred 
during the Progressive Era and what amendments 
addressed these reforms? (14) 

▪ Big Idea #3: I can sequence how the U.S. became a 
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superpower during the Imperialism Era and World War I.  
● Essential Question #1: What is imperialism and what 

reasons did the U.S. have for foreign expansion? (15) 

● Essential Question #2: What were the key events of WWI 
and how did the end of World War I impact the U.S.’s 
attitudes and involvement in foreign affairs? (16 and 17) 

● Essential Question #3: How did the prosperity of the 
post- war Roaring Twenties (include Prohibition, women’s 
suffrage, and the Harlem Renaissance) lead to the Great 
Depression and what outcomes came out of the Great 
Depression? (18-20) 
 

● 2nd or 4th Quarter  
 

 
o Unit IV Title: Recent American History (1930-present) 

▪ Big Idea #1: I can sequence America’s isolationist policies to 
involvement in World War II.   

● Essential Question #1: In what ways did the U.S. 
government practice isolationist policies at the start of 
WWII and how did the U.S. finally get involved in WWII? 
(21) 

● Essential Question #2: How did the mobilization of troops 
and ethnic discrimination impact society, politics, and 
economics in the U.S., on the homefront, during WWII? 
(22) 

● Essential Question #3: How did the usage of atomic 
weapons at the end of WWII change the nature of war 
and start the nuclear age? (23) 

▪ Big Idea #2: I can delineate between the U.S. and Soviet 
Union’s involvement in the Cold War.  

● Essential Question #1: What differences existed between 
the U.S. and Soviet Union that led to the Cold War? 

● Essential Question #2: How did the policies of 
containment, the Red Scare, and  McCarthyism reflect 
America’s fears of communism? (24-25) 

● Essential Question #3: How did the Cold War and 
conflicts in Korea and Vietnam uphold U.S. containment 
policies, influence domestic policy, and influence foreign 
policy? (26) 

● Essential Question #4: How did the collapse of 
communist governments in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union bring an end to the Cold War Era? (27) 

▪ Big Idea #3: I can outline post World War II social, political, and 
economic changes in the U.S.  

● Essential Question #1: How did the Jim Crow Laws 
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(created post Civil War) further extract rights from African 
Americans and how did Plessy vs. Ferguson impact the 
Jim Crow Laws? (13) 

● Essential Question #2: What is the Civil Rights 
Movement and what fights took place for racial and 
gender equality? (28) 

● Essential Question #3: How did the postwar period lead 
to long lasting societal, political, and economic change in 
the U.S.? (29-33) 

 
Unit V: The World is Revolutionary 

● Big Idea #1:  I can identify revolutions that were turning points in 
world history 

● Essential Question #1: What makes something 

“revolutionary”? 

● Essential Question #2: What caused changes in the World 

from 1750 - 1911? 

● Essential Question #3: What were the Political, Economic, 

and Social changes and challenges in this revolutionary 

era? 

● Essential Question #4: What were key events in the 

revolutionary changes from 1750 - 1911? 

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can analyze and describe why and how the 
acceleration in world population, technology, science, 
communication, and transportation happened when and where they 
did; and how they benefitted and threatened humanity.   

● Essential Question #1: Where did revolutionary events 

happen? 

● Essential Question #2: What caused population to 

increase (rapidly), technological and scientific innovations, 

and sped up communication and transportation options?  

● Essential Question #3: Identify and analyze the changes and 

continuities over time (from EQ2) 1750 – 1911. 

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can evaluate the impact of revolutionary events from 
1750 - 1911 

● Essential Question #1: What were the political impacts of 

revolutionary changes? 

● Essential Question #2: What were the economic impacts of 

revolutionary changes? 

● Essential Question #3: Describe why 1750-1911 is a 

Turning Point in World History 

 
Unit VI: Globalization into the 21st Century 

● Big Idea #1: I can analyze strengths and weakness of late 20th/early 
21st Century economic issues. 
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● Essential Question #1: What economic challenges 
developed after the fall of the Soviet Union regionally and 
globally  

● Essential Question#2: How were European economies 
strengthened immediately after the break up of the Soviet 
Union, to become more competitive in the global 
economy?  

● Essential Question #3: How have European economies 
weakened in the 21st Century? 

● Big Idea #2: I can sequence and describe the Threat of Terrorism 

● Essential Question #1: What is Terrorism? 

● Essential Question #2: Why, how, and where have 
regional and ethnic conflicts developed into acts of 
terrorism?  

● Essential Question #3: How have cultural or political 
groups, that have resorted to terrorism, struggled to 
achieve self-governance and self-determination?  

● Big Idea #3: I can analyze and explain the 21st Century’s Nuclear 
Warfare threats. 

● Essential Question #1: What is the threat of Nuclear 
Warfare 

● Essential Question #2: What is the criterion for countries 
being allowed to have Nuclear Arsenals 

● Essential Question #3: How has the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, since the end of the Cold War, created a 
challenge to world peace?  

● Essential Question #4: How does the international 
community respond politically and economically to the 
threat of Nuclear Warfare?  

 
● END OF COURSE EXAM 

 
Course Materials: 
Google Chromebook 
Electronic Resources May Include: 

● Google Classroom 

● Kahoot 
● Socrative 

● Quizlet 
● AIR Practice Test Site 

● AIR Preparation Site 

 
Course Expectations:  I expect effort, excellence, and inquisitiveness in Social 
Studies CAPA course. I will do my part in preparing you to be successful on the 
AIR American Government and/or the AIR American History graduation tests. 
We will work hard. You will need to do your part to be successful. Come to class. 
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Bring your Chromebook and your class folder. Fill out your Essential Question 
and Big Idea papers each day. Be respectful to the teacher, yourself, and your 
classmates. Do not hinder someone else’s chances of graduating in this class 
because you are misbehaving or not giving effort. Ultimate effort will get you to 
your graduation goals. Let’s get to work! 
 
Grading:  

● Classwork/Homework is 20% of a student’s grade. 
● Other Assessments are 30% of a student’s grade. 
● Unit Assessments are 50% of a student’s grade.  
● End of Course Exam is 20% of a student’s final grade.  

 
Grading Scale: 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student 
handbook or online at 
http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook 
 
Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board adopted policy on assignments 
that are turned in late (to be reviewed in class). 

●  Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will be 
expected to make up the work and be held accountable for learning all 
material they missed.  

● Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will have 
one (1) additional day for every day they missed, to make up their work for 
full credit (100%).  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full 
credit, can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in 
work, up to 1 week late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 
75% on the assignment they turn in.  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full 
credit can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in 
work up, to 2 weeks late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 
60% on the assignment they turn in.  

● The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late work 
from students for full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides to give 
the student an incomplete for the 9 weeks due to extenuating 
circumstances.  

 
CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school 
year. Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this year's tentative 
schedule is subject to change (at the teacher's discretion).  
1st or 3rd 9 Weeks:  
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  
Unit I Title: 
Week 1:  

http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
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● Formative Assessment  
Week 2:  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 3:  

● Unit I Summative Assessment  
Unit II Title: 
Week 3:  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 4:  

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 5-6:  

● Unit II Summative Assessment  
Unit III Title: 
Week 7:  

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 7-8:  

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 8-9:  

● Unit III Summative Assessment  
2nd or 4th 9 Weeks:  
Unit IV Title: 
Week 1:  
Week 1-2:  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 2-3:  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 4 

● Unit IV Summative Assessment 
Unit V Title: 
Week 4:  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 5:  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 6:  

● Unit V Summative Assessment 
Unit VI Title: 
Week 7:  
Week 8:  
Week 9:  

● Unit VI Summative Assessment 
END OF COURSE EXAM  
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. According to 
the Ohio Department of Education, “Performance Based Assessments (PBA) 
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provides authentic ways for students to demonstrate and apply their 
understanding of the content and skills within the standards. The performance 
based assessments will provide formative and summative information to inform 
instructional decision-making and help students move forward on their trajectory 
of learning.” Some examples of Performance Based Assessments include but 
are not limited to portfolios, experiments, group projects, demonstrations, essays, 
and presentations. 
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CHS Social Studies CAPA Course Syllabus 
 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your parent(s) 
or guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can verify you 
understand what I expect out of each and every one of my students. 
 
Student Name (please print):   
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:   
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print):   
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:   

 

_______________________________________________ 

Date:   
 
_______________________________________________ 


