
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
World History Syllabus 

   CHS Social Studies Department 
 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email, or by calling to schedule an 
appointment to visit with me at Chillicothe High School.  
Teacher: Ms. Kern-Blystone 
Email Address: Katie.Kern-Blystone@ccsd.us  
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16259 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
Teacher Contact Websites/Social Media:  

● Teacher Website: https://sites.google.com/view/mskb/home?authuser=1  
● Twitter: @IamMatilda_ 

 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide tomorrow’s leaders with a high 
quality education by developing high expectations and positive personal relationships among students, 
staff, and community members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers students to learn, to lead, 
and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisites from Course Handbook:  
World History- 205  
State Course # 150890 Elective Course  Grade: 10-12  
Graded Conventionally  Credit: 1           Prerequisites: Passage of American History  

 
This course focuses on Modern World History. The Modern World History course examines 

world events from 1600 to the present. It explores the impact of the democratic and industrial 
revolutions, the forces that led to world domination by European powers, the wars that changed 
empires, the ideas that led to independence movements and the effects of global interdependence. 
The concepts of historical thinking, introduced in earlier grades, continue to build with students 
locating and analyzing primary and secondary sources from multiple perspectives to draw 
conclusions. 

 
Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big Ideas of every Unit 
taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be answered to better understand the Big 
Ideas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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3rd Quarter  
Unit 1: Analysis Skills and Revolutionary Changes 

▪ Big Idea #1:  I can read, think, write, and analyze like an historian. 
● Essential Question #1: What are primary and secondary sources and when it is 

appropriate to use them? 
● Essential Question #2: How do historians determine if sources are credible?  
● Essential Question #3: What are the argumentative writing strategies that will aid my 

success in WH? 
 

▪ Big Idea #2: I can sequence how and why early thinkers challenged previous social, 
political, and economic norms.  

● Essential Question #1: What previous social, political, and economic conditions 
existed and spurred forward the revolutionary movements? 

● Essential Question #2: How did the Enlightenment challenge religious authority, 
absolute rule, and economic structures in the 1600s?  

● Essential Question #3:  What immediate results did the Enlightenment provide citizens?  
 

▪ Big Idea #3: I can explain the causes and outcomes of the political revolutions.  
● Essential Question #1: What political, social, and economic causes influenced the American 

Revolution?  
● Essential Question #2: What political, social, and economic causes influenced the French 

Revolution? 
● Essential Question #3: What political, social, and economic causes influenced the Latin 

American wars for independence? 
● Essential Question #4:  What were the political and economic impacts of the political 

revolutions?  
 
Unit II: The Age of Expansion and Connectivity 

▪ Big Idea #1:  I can identify how the Industrial Revolution was a turning point in world 
history. 

● Essential Question #1: Where (specifically) did the Industrial Revolution begin and 
what caused industrialization to begin in Western Europe?  

● Essential Question #2: How does the industrialization of the 18th Century (1700s) 
influence me today? 

● Essential Question #3: What were the Political, Economic, and Social changes and 
challenges in this revolutionary era? 

 
▪ Big Idea #2:  I can argue to what extent the Modern Revolution was a positive or 

negative impact on society. 
● Essential Question #1: What and why did new economic ideas of connectivity emerge 

from 1750 – 1911? 
● Essential Question #2: Identify {what and why} three economic and social shifts that 

happened from 1750 - 1911? 
● Essential Question #3: Why could the Modern Revolution both be argued as positive 

and negative impact on the future? 
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▪ Big Idea #3:   I can describe how Imperialism developed and analyze the influences it 

had on humanity. 
● Essential Question #1: What is imperialism and how did industrialization and the 

modern revolution influence imperialism around the world?  
● Essential Question #2: What is nationalism and how are the social, political, and 

economic roots of imperialism fueled by nationalism? 
● Essential Question #3: What types of issues did rapid imperialism cause for the 

colonized and the empires? 
  
Unit III: Global Conflict: World War I, World Between the Wars, and World War II. 
 

▪ Big Idea #1:  I can analyze the causes and consequences of World War I. 
● Essential Question #1: What are the causes of World War I and how did it truly develop 

into a worldwide conflict? 
● Essential Question #2: How did warfare change in the early 20th Century? 
● Essential Question #3: What factors led to the end of World War I? 
● Essential Question #4: Which treaty formally ended World War I and what problems did it 

create and leave unsolved?  
 

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can sequence how the world between wars led to World War II. 
● Essential Question #1: What economic issues developed in the mid 20th Century and 

how did these have Worldwide impacts?   
● Essential Question #2: What social and political issues/movements developed in the 

interwar period?   
● Essential Question #3:   How and why was there a rise of totalitarianism in the Eastern 

Hemisphere during the interwar period? 
 

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can identify and examine the causes, turning points, and consequences 
of World War II. 

● Essential Question #1: What are the causes of World War II? 
● Essential Question #2: What were the major turning points during World War II and 

how did they impact the world? 
● Essential Question #3: What were the outcomes and consequences of World War II? 

 
● 4th Quarter  
 
Unit IV: Post World War Global Conflicts 

● Big Idea #1:  I can sequence how decolonization and rebuilding after World War II 
created a struggle between the superpowers. 

● Essential Question #1: What was the Cold War and why did post-war struggles create 
this conflict? 

● Essential Question #2: How did the USSR and USA compete for global power? 
● Essential Question #3: How did technological advances change the world climate 

during the Cold War era?  
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● Big Idea #2:  I can explain how decolonization after World War II led to 20th century 

conflicts within the Middle East that impact humanity today.  
● Essential Question #1: How did decolonization after World War II lead to forming the 

state of Israel; and why is this land extremely important to both the Israeli Jews and 
Palestinian Arabs?   

● Essential Question #2: How has the Israeli Palestinian conflict evolved from the post 
World War II world to today? 

● Essential Question #3: How has the U.N. reacted to the Israeli Palestinian conflict and 
how has this response led to greater turmoil within the Middle East? 

 
● Big Idea #3:  I can explain how decolonization and the struggle for power led to conflicts 

within Asia that impact humanity today.  
● Essential Question #1: How did post war decolonization lead to a struggle for power 

within Asia? 
● Essential Question #2: How have Cold War conflicts with Asian countries create 

current social, economic, and political standards within specific countries?  
● Essential Question #3: How have Cold War conflicts within Asian countries created 

current global issues? 
 
Unit V: 20th/21st Century Genocides  

● Big Idea #1: I can identify, analyze, and describe the Armenian Genocide 
● Essential Question #1: What are characteristics of genocide and what social, political, 

and economic conditions cause genocide to occur?  
● Essential Question #2:  Where and why did the Armenian Genocide occur?  
● Essential Question #3: What evidence has been uncovered by survivors to explain 

how the Armenians were oppressed prior to and during the genocides? 
● Essential Question #4: How did the Turkish government justify the genocide and how 

do they justify it today?  
 

● Big Idea #2: I can identify, analyze, and describe the Holocaust. 
● Essential Question #1: Where and why were European Jews targeted prior to the 

Holocaust? 
● Essential Question #2: In what ways were victims of the Holocaust oppressed prior to 

and during the Holocaust in the mid 20th Century? 
● Essential Question #3: How did the Nazi government justify the Holocaust and how is 

the genocide addressed in Germany today? 
 

● Big Idea #3:   I can describe and differentiate the 20th and 21st Century Genocides. 
● Essential Question #1: Where and what were the late 20th and 21st century 

genocides? 
● Essential Question #2: What social, political, and economic factors caused the late 

20th and 21st century genocides to occur? 
● Essential Question #3: In what ways are the 20th, late 20th and 21st century genocides 

similar and different in their causes and events? 
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Unit VI: The Blame Unit 

● Big Idea #1: I can differentiate and explain current global issues. 
● Essential Question #1: What social issues and triumphs are prevalent in our 

interconnected global society today?  
● Essential Question #2: What economic issues and triumphs are a result of increased 

globalization from the Modern Revolution to the present?  
● Essential Question #3: What political threats and triumphs are prevalent in our 

politically globalized world today?  
 

● Big Idea #2: I can sequence, analyze, and pin point how past historical issues are to 
blame for a chosen current issue or success.  

● Essential Question #1: What is the biggest problem within our current global society 
today?  

● Essential Question #2: Who and/or what is responsible for your chosen current global 
issue and what interventions have been attempted?  

● Essential Question #3: How has the past impacted the creation of your chosen global 
issue and how will the current issue impact the future?  

  
● END OF COURSE EXAM May 2017: during Finals. There is not an Ohio State Test/AIR for 

this course. 
 
Course Materials: 
Google Chromebook 
 
Course Expectations:  Course expectations for World History are rigorous. The style of World 
History is fast paced. It acts more as an honors level course than a regular education 
course. You are expected to be prepared for a fast paced environment each day. In order to be 
prepared you must be on time to class; and be in your seat with your chromebook open to your bell 
ringer and your essential questions on your desk when the bell rings. Bring all necessary 
materials to class including a Chromebook, charger, and pens/pencils. I expect you to act with 
maturity, dignity, and class. Profanity will not be tolerated. Respect the teacher and your 
classmates while they are talking. All student rules and regulations in the CHS student 
handbook are enforced. This includes expectations when it comes to food and drinks. Food 
and/or pop or any drinks besides water are not permitted. You will be asked to throw away 
these products if they are brought to class. A plastic water bottle with water is an acceptable 
beverage. You must be mentally and physically prepared for class. I expect nothing less. 
 
Grading: This course utilizes percentages to calculate grades: 

Unit Exams  50% 
Other Assessments (tests, quizzes, performance/project tasks} 30% 
Classwork/Homework 20% 

 
Grading Scale: 

❑ The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student handbook.  All 
grading categories meet the guidelines of the CCSD Board of Education 
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Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board policy on assignments that are turned in late (in 
your agenda/to be reviewed in class). 

● Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will be expected to make up 
the work and be held accountable for learning all material they missed.  

● Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will have one (1) additional 
day for every day they missed, to make up their work for full credit (100%).  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full credit, can still turn 
in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work, up to 1 week late, must at least be 
given the opportunity to earn 75% on the assignment they turn in.  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full credit can still turn 
in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work up, to 2 weeks late, must at least 
be given the opportunity to earn 60% on the assignment they turn in.  

● The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late work from students for 
full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides to give the student an incomplete for the 9 
weeks due to extenuating circumstances.  

❑    In the event of ANY absence, the student shall make arrangements to locate and 
complete all missed work. In the event of a school excused activity/absence, I expect the 
assignment on my desk prior to the missed day, or that class period’s assignment must be 
submitted immediately upon your return to school. Completion of any/all make-up work 
[classwork/tests] IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY! Make-up work must be completed 
within the guidelines established in your student handbook on the CHS website. 

 
CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school year. Although, I would 
like to follow this plan verbatim this years’ tentative schedule is subject to change (at the teacher’s discretion).  
1st 9 Weeks:  
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  

Unit I: Analysis Skills and Revolutionary Changes 
Week 1: I can read, think, write, and analyze like an historian. 

● Formative Assessment  
Week 2:  I can sequence how and why early thinkers challenged previous social, political, and 
economic norms. 
● Formative Assessment  
Week 3:  I can explain the causes and outcomes of the political revolutions.  
● Unit I Summative Assessment  

 
Unit II:  The Age of Expansion and Connectivity 

Week 3: I can identify how the Industrial Revolution was a turning point in world history. 
● Formative Assessment  
Week 4:   I can argue to what extent the Modern Revolution was a positive or negative impact 
on society.  
● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 5-6:   I can describe how Imperialism developed and analyze the influences it had on 
humanity. 
● Unit II Summative Assessment  

Unit III: Global Conflict: World War I, World Between the Wars, and World War II. 
Week 7:  I can analyze the causes and consequences of World War I. 
● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 7-8: I can sequence how the world between wars led to World War II. 
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● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 8-9:  I can identify and examine the causes, turning points, and consequences of World 
War II. 
● Unit III Summative Assessment  

 
2nd 9 Weeks:  

Unit IV: Post World War Global Conflicts 
Week 1-2: I can sequence how decolonization and rebuilding after World War II created a struggle 
between the superpowers. 
● Formative Assessment  
Week 2-3: I can explain how decolonization after World War II led to 20th century conflicts 
within the Middle East that impact humanity today.  
● Formative Assessment  
Week 4: I can explain how decolonization and the struggle for power led to conflicts within Asia 
that impact humanity today.  
● Unit IV Summative Assessment 

 
Unit V: 20th/21st Century Genocides  

Week 4: I can identify, analyze, and describe the Armenian Genocide. 
● Formative Assessment  
Week 5: I can identify, analyze, and describe the Holocaust. 
● Formative Assessment  
Week 6: I can describe and differentiate the 20th and 21st Century Genocides. 
● Unit V Summative Assessment 

 
Unit VI Title: The Blame Unit 

Week 7:  I can differentiate and explain current global issues. 
● Formative Assessment  
Week 8-9:  I can sequence, analyze, and pin point how past historical issues are to blame for a 
chosen current issue or success.  
● Formative Assessment  
● Unit VI Summative Assessment 

END OF COURSE EXAM May 2017: final exam schedule. 
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CHS World History Course Syllabus Acknowledgement Signatures 
 
After you have reviewed the preceding pages of information with your parent(s) or guardian(s), please sign this sheet and 
return it to me by Friday, January 12th.  This will be my verification that you understand what I expect of each of my 
students. 
 
Student Name (please print):   
Student Signature:   
 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  Phone:  
Parent/Guardian Signature:  Best time to contact:  
Email: Date:   

 
 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
✶ Students will complete all assignments on time and participate in classroom activities and discussions as prescribed by 

the course syllabus and as assigned by the course instructor.  The course instructor may adjust pacing and content as 
necessary for students within their course.  

✶ Late work will be accepted and graded according to the CCSD policy for grading. [daily/homework, or major assignments]. 
✶ Homework may be assigned on holidays, long-weekends, and breaks. FOLLOW THE CALENDAR! 
✶ It is expected that you will follow CHS Building Rules at all times…many of those are included in the following set of 

behavior guidelines.  Students will adhere to the classroom teacher’s rules that include: 
✶ Come to class on time (in your seat working on the warm – up when the bell rings) and prepared to work:  BRING your 

supplies {chromebook, notebook, paper, pencils/pens, and homework} to each class.  
✶ Electronic Devices – We will utilize the Chromebooks DAILY! Take it home nightly, charge it, and bring it DAILY!  If we 

are taking notes, working in small groups, conducting research of a topic, etc., when I say, you may use your 
Chromebook. 

✶ Personal Electronic Devices (phones) MAY be used during class, but ONLY when I assign them: otherwise – place your 
phone in your backpack or bag, or in the phone basket to avoid the temptation to text or surf the net while we are doing 
an assignment without them. PED will be in the basket on my desk during testing. 

✶ When you miss class, find out what we did!  A study partner is a GREAT idea!   
✶ No food or soda (candy, suckers, chips, cookies, etc.) are permitted (I will ask you to throw it away!)   
✶ I do allow water: keeping your body hydrated will help your brain focus and learn.   
✶ Act polite, mature, and respectful to all in our classroom: it will avoid problems! 
✶ Listen when others are talking: talk when it is your turn: listening means that you aren’t busy formulating your 

angry/impassioned retort while others are speaking. 
✶ Students will maintain a course notebook to better facilitate their learning experiences in the classroom. 
✶ DO NOT THROW ANYTHING into recycling or trash until the end of the course! 
✶ Students should check grades on ProgressBook often to ensure that all assignments have been submitted, graded, and 

recorded accurately.      
✶ My responsibilities, as your teacher, include teaching and enforcing the rules; instruction of the course objectives and 

skills essential to being a good citizen; evaluation of daily work; assessment of the course objectives; and providing a 
positive learning environment.  

 
Let’s have a great semester learning about the world! 

 
 

 


