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                          Introduction to Social Justice Issues Syllabus 
                                     CHS Social Studies Department 
 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email or visiting the school.  
Teacher: Ms. Katie Kern-Blystone 
Email Address: katie.kern-blystone@ccsd.us  
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16259 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
Teacher Contact Websites/Social Media:   

● Teacher Website: https://sites.google.com/view/mskb/home?authuser=1  
● Twitter: @IamMatilda_ 

 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide tomorrow’s 
leaders with a high quality education by developing high expectations and positive 
personal relationships among students, staff, and community members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers students to 
learn, to lead, and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:  
Introduction to Social Justice Issues- 210 

State Course #152150 

Elective Course                    Grade:  9-12, but designed for freshmen 

Graded Conventionally        Credit:  1 

Prerequisite: None    

This course will focus on the social issues that currently face society, including 
discussions on the history of those social issues, why humans behave the way they do 
in unfavorable situations, how the issues have evolved, and how Chillicothe High 
School students can positively respond to and remedy social problems in an effort to 
restore social justice. Completing this course will help students to acquire an 
understanding of the positive behaviors needed to interact with the world around them 
and also the technological skills they will need to be successful in an increasingly 
technology-based world. 

Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big Ideas of 
every Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be answered to 
better understand the Big Ideas. A student’s ability to grasp and answer the Essential 
Questions will define whether or not he or she adequately learns and can apply the 

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
https://sites.google.com/view/mskb/home?authuser=1
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skills found in Big Ideas.  This will ultimately define whether or not a student scores well 
on assessments given for this course. (Teacher Note: The Ainsworth Model suggests 1-
3 Big Ideas for each Unit and 1-3 essential questions per Big Idea. Each Unit will vary.)  
● 1st or 3rd Quarter  

o Unit I Title: Accepting Personal Responsibility  
▪ Big Idea #1:  I can identify what is important to me and others based 

on varying personalities.  
● Essential Question #1: What is my personality style and other 

varying personalities?   

● Essential Question #2: What are the economic, social, and 
political roots of my individual personality? 

● Essential Question #3: How do I accept personal responsibility 
and act around those who do or do not share differing 
personalities?  

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can explain typical norms for teenagers.  
● Essential Question #1: What are the social, educational, and 

behavior norms for teenagers?  

● Essential Question #2: In what ways can the above norms be 
self-destructive and prevent teenagers from achieving their 
goals?  

● Essential Question #3: In what ways does the concept of 
personal responsibility relate to teenager norms? 

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can achieve positive goals and block out the noise.  
● Essential Question #1: What are my individual goals and how 

can I achieve those goals?  

● Essential Question #2: What steps do I need to take to block out 
the noise and achieve my goals? 

● Essential Question #3: How can I accept personal responsibility 
and achieve my goals?  

o Unit II Title: Social Inequity  
▪ Big Idea #1:  I can explain why poverty leads to social inequity.  

● Essential Question #1: What are the historical roots of poverty?  

● Essential Question #2: How do people living in poverty typically 
behave socially, economically, and politically?  

● Essential Question #3: In what ways can poverty lead to social 
inequity?  

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can distinguish how varying genders lead to social 
inequity.  

● Essential Question #1: What historical events have promoted 
social inequity when it comes to gender?  

● Essential Question #2: What is misogyny and what are the traits 
of someone who would be labeled as a misogynist?  

● Essential Question #3: What is misandry and what are the traits 
of someone who would be labeled as a misandrist? 

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can rationalize how apathy leads to social inequity.  
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● Essential Question #1: What is apathy?  

● Essential Question #2: What are the common traits of someone 
who is apathetic and who is most likely to become apathetic?  

● Essential Question #3: In what ways can apathy lead to less 
social and economic opportunities?  

o Unit III Title: Celebrating Tolerance 
▪ Big Idea #1:  I can explain the foundations of racism in America.  

● Essential Question #1: What is racism and what are the roots of 
racism in the U.S.? 

● Essential Question #2: In what ways do people show racist 
behaviors?  

● Essential Question #3: What can we do to prevent racism in the 
U.S.? 

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can identify the qualities of ethnic discrimination and 
fight for tolerance.  

● Essential Question #1: What is the difference between racism 
and ethnic discrimination?  

● Essential Question #2: In what ways do people show ethnic 
discrimination?  

● Essential Question #3: In what ways can we promote tolerance 
of varying ethnicities?  

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can sequence LGBT discrimination and tolerance.  
● Essential Question #1: What does the LGBT community mean 

and how has this community evolved over time? 
● Essential Question #2: What reasoning is there for negative and 

positive behaviors towards those in the LGBT community?  

● Essential Question #3: How do we show support for people of 
varying sexual orientations rather than bully or negatively speak 
of them? 

● 2nd or 4th Quarter  
o Unit IV Title: The Roots of Abuse/Bullying 

▪ Big Idea #1: I can explain the danger of bullying.  
● Essential Question #1: In what ways do teenagers bully each 

other?  
● Essential Question #2: When does “messing with someone” turn 

into bullying?  

● Essential Question #3: What words and behaviors can be 
eliminated from our vocabulary to begin to eliminate bullying?  

▪ Big Idea #2:   I can explain the danger of abuse.  

● Essential Question #1: How do physical, social, or emotional 
abuse differ?  

● Essential Question #2: How are abuse victims impacted 
economically, psychologically, and socially, short term and long 
term by abuse early in life?  
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● Essential Question #3: How can an abuse victim live a positive 
life, economically and socially, after negative events?  

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can explain the danger of social media abuse/bullying.  
● Essential Question #1: How can social media be used both 

negatively and positively?  

● Essential Question #2: How can one post negatively impact 
your life as well as others included in the post?  

● Essential Question #3: How can you prevent yourself from 
becoming consumed by social media in a negative way? 

o Unit V Title: The Household 
▪ Big Idea #1:  I can explain and distinguish between varying family and 

household dynamics.  
● Essential Question #1: What is the definition of the “American 

Dream” and what qualities does one typically list when 
identifying this type of traditional family?  

● Essential Question #2: What qualities and dynamics typically 
represent a broken family?  

● Essential Question #3: What events lead to families being 
described as traditional or broken?  

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can identify the economic and social dynamics that can 
be associated within varying households.  

● Essential Question #1: How can economic values compare and 
contrast between broken and perfect families?  

● Essential Question #2:  How can your social skills development 
compare and contrast between broken and traditional family 
status?  

● Essential Question #3: What long lasting social and economic 
issues can result from a broken household?  

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can explain how varying household cultures impacts a 
person’s development.   

● Essential Question #1: How can households differ based on 
varying religion and how will that impact a person’s 
development?  

● Essential Question #2: How can households differ based on 
political ideologies and how will that impact a person’s 
development?  

● Essential Question #3: How can household customs and 
traditions impact a person’s development?  

o Unit VI Title: Promoting Personal Health and Success 
▪ Big Idea #1:  I can explain the personal responsibility associated with 

sexual activity, health eating, and exercise.  
● Essential Question #1: How can good personal health relate to 

my life socially and economically?  
● Essential Question #2: When does sexual activity become a 

crime and negatively impact good health?  
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● Essential Question #3: How should we treat ourselves and each 
other to ensure good personal health? 

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can identify the personal responsibility associated with 
addiction.  

● Essential Question #1: What are the roots of addiction and what 
influences someone’s ability to become addicted over others?  

● Essential Question #2: How does addiction affect an individual's 
economic and social well-being?  

● Essential Question #3: How does addiction affect non-addicted 
members of the family short term and long term? 

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can identify the personal responsibility associated with 
proper behavior.  

● Essential Question #1: In what ways should my behavior differ 
or be similar in the presence of my friends, at work, at school, 
and with my parents?  

● Essential Question #2: How can my behavior now as a 
freshmen, positively and/or negatively impact my goals?  

● Essential Question #3: What short term personal goals must I 
make in order to achieve my long term goals?  

● END OF COURSE EXAM 
 
Course Materials: 
Google Chromebook 
Electronic Resources: 

● Google Sites 
● Google Classroom 
● Google Docs 
● Google Sheets 
● Kahoot 
● Socrative 
● Google Slides 
● Canva 
● Google Blogger 

 
Course Expectations:  Introduction to Social Justice Issues is designed for you. You. 
Let that sink in. Every single topic in this class was designed for us to discuss, question, 
and learn from. You will learn a whole lot in this class about yourself and the world 
around you. Take advantage of every single learning opportunity but you must accept 
personal responsibility in this classroom. Arrive to class on time. Come prepared to 
learn. Respect the teacher, your classmates and most importantly yourself.  
 
Grading:  
Unit Exams           50%  
Assessments (Including: Quizzes, Essays, Labs, and Projects)   30%  
Class work/Homework         20%  

● End of Course Exam is 20% of a student’s final grade.  
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Grading Scale: 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student handbook or 
online at http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook 
 
Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board adopted policy on assignments that 
are turned in late (to be reviewed in class). 

● Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will be 
expected to make up the work and be held accountable for learning all material 
they missed.  

● Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will have one (1) 
additional day for every day they missed, to make up their work for full credit 
(100%).  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full credit, 
can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work, up to 1 
week late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 75% on the assignment 
they turn in.  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full credit 
can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work up, to 2 
weeks late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 60% on the 
assignment they turn in.  

● The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late work from 
students for full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides to give the student an 
incomplete for the 9 weeks due to extenuating circumstances.  

 
CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school year. 
Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this years’ tentative schedule is 
subject to change (at the teachers’ discretion).  
1st or 3rd 9 Weeks:  
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  
Unit I Title: Accepting Personal Responsibility  
Week 1: Big Idea #1:  I can identify what is important to me and others based on 
varying personalities.  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 2: Big Idea #2:  I can explain typical norms for teenagers.  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 3: Big Idea #3:  I can achieve positive goals and block out the noise.  

● Unit I Summative Assessment  
Unit II Title:Social Inequity  
Week 3: Big Idea #1:  I can explain why poverty leads to social inequity.  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 4: Big Idea #2:  I can distinguish how varying genders lead to social inequity.  

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 5-6: Big Idea #3:  I can rationalize how apathy leads to social inequity. 

● Unit II Summative Assessment  

http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
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Unit III Title:Celebrating Tolerance 
Week 7: Big Idea #1:  I can explain the foundations of racism in America.  

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 7-8: Big Idea #2:  I can identify the qualities of ethnic discrimination and fight for 
tolerance.  

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 8-9: Big Idea #3:  I can sequence LGBT discrimination and tolerance.  

● Unit III Summative Assessment  
2nd or 4th 9 Weeks:  
Unit IV Title:The Roots of Abuse/Bullying 
Week 1: Big Idea #1: I can explain the danger of bullying.  
Week 1-2: Big Idea #1: I can explain the danger of bullying.  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 2-3: Big Idea #2:   I can explain the danger of abuse.  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 4: Big Idea #3:  I can explain the danger of social media abuse/bullying.  

● Unit IV Summative Assessment 
Unit V Title:The Household 
Week 4: Big Idea #1:   I can explain and distinguish between varying family and 
household dynamics.  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 5: Big Idea #2: I can identify the economic and social dynamics that can be 
associated within varying households.  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 6: Big Idea #3: I can identify the personal responsibility associated with proper 
behavior. 

● Unit V Summative Assessment 
Unit VI Title:Promoting Personal Health and Success 
Week 7: Big Idea #1:  I can explain the personal responsibility associated with sexual 
activity, health eating, and exercise.  
Week 8: Big Idea #2:  I can identify personal responsibility associated with addiction. 
Week 9: Big Idea #3:  I can identify the personal responsibility associated with proper 
behavior.  

● Unit VI Summative Assessment 
END OF COURSE EXAM  
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. According to the 
Ohio Department of Education, “Performance Based Assessments (PBA) provides 
authentic ways for students to demonstrate and apply their understanding of the content 
and skills within the standards. The performance based assessments will provide 
formative and summative information to inform instructional decision-making and help 
students move forward on their trajectory of learning.” Some examples of Performance 
Based Assessments include but are not limited to portfolios, experiments, group 
projects, demonstrations, essays, and presentations. 
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CHS Introduction to Social Justice Issues Course Syllabus 
 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your parent(s) or 
guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can verify you 
understand what I expect out of each and every one of my students. 
 
Student Name (please print):  ______________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  _______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:  _______________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________________________________________________________ 


