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                       World History Syllabus 
                   CHS Social Studies Department 

 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email, or by calling to 
schedule an appointment to visit with me at Chillicothe High School.  
Teacher: Mrs. Coulter 
Email Address: Barbara.Coulter@ccsd.us  
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16256 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
Teacher Contact Websites/Social Media:   

● A variety of options exist for staying connected with your instructor and informed 
about your course: 

o Google Classroom 
o Schoology 
o Remind 

 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide tomorrow’s 
leaders with a high quality education by developing high expectations and positive 
personal relationships among students, staff, and community members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers students to 
learn, to lead, and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:  
World History- 205  
State Course # 150890  
Elective Course    Grade: 10-12  
Graded Conventionally    Credit: 1  
Prerequisites: None  

This course focuses on Modern World History. The Modern World History course 
examines world events from 1600 to the present. It explores the impact of the 
democratic and industrial revolutions, the forces that led to world domination by 
European powers, the wars that changed empires, the ideas that led to independence 
movements and the effects of global interdependence. The concepts of historical 
thinking, introduced in earlier grades, continue to build with students locating and 
analyzing primary and secondary sources from multiple perspectives to draw 
conclusions. 

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big Ideas of 
every Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be answered to 
better understand the Big Ideas.  
1st or 3rd Quarter  
Unit 1: Getting Acquainted with Reading, Thinking, and Writing like Historians: 
Looking at the World  

▪ Big Idea #1:  I can read, think and write like an historian. 
● Essential Question #1: What are Historical Thinking (HTS) and Critical 

Thinking Skills (CTS) and how will we use them in this course? 

● Essential Question #2: What is history, how do we know about history, and 
where should humanity begin to tell its story? 

● Essential Question #3: What are the writing and analysis strategies that 
will aid my success in WH? 

▪ Big Idea #2: I can evaluate sources for validity and reliability 
● Essential Question #1: What is a primary and secondary source? Which 

is more “credible” as historians? 

● Essential Question #2: What is HIPPO and how does it help me as an 

Historian? 

● Essential Question #3: How can I utilize evidence to prove an 

argument? 

▪ Big Idea #3: I can write persuasively and prove an argument. 
● Essential Question #1: What is a Thesis? 

● Essential Question #2: How can A.C.E. help me be a better writer? 

● Essential Question #3: How do I create a persuasive argument? 

▪ Big Idea #4:  I can identify the locations of continents, countries, and important 
cities  

● Essential Question #1: What and where are the seven continents? 

● Essential Question #2: What and where are the important countries on 

each continent 

● Essential Question #3: What and where are the important cities in the 

21st Century? 

Unit II: The World is Revolutionary 
▪ Big Idea #1:  I can identify revolutions that were turning points in world history 

● Essential Question #1: What makes something “revolutionary”? 

● Essential Question #2: What caused changes in the World from 1750 - 

1911? 

● Essential Question #3: What were the Political, Economic, and Social 

changes and challenges in this revolutionary era? 

● Essential Question #4: What were key events in the revolutionary 

changes from 1750 - 1911? 

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can analyze and describe why and how the acceleration in world 
population, technology, science, communication, and transportation happened 
when and where they did; and how they benefitted and threatened humanity.   

● Essential Question #1: Where did revolutionary events happen? 
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● Essential Question #2: What caused population to increase (rapidly), 

technological and scientific innovations, and sped up communication 

and transportation options?  

● Essential Question #3: Identify and analyze the changes and continuities 

over time (from EQ2) 1750 – 1911. 

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can evaluate the impact of revolutionary events from 1750 - 1911 
● Essential Question #1: What were the political impacts of revolutionary 

changes? 

● Essential Question #2: What were the economic impacts of revolutionary 

changes? 

● Essential Question #3: Describe why 1750-1911 is a Turning Point in 

World History.  

Unit III: Revolutionary Changes Influenced the World 
▪ Big Idea #1:  I can identify the changes in economic thinking that developed 1750 

– 1911. 
● Essential Question #1: Why did new economic ideas emerge from 1750 – 

1911? 

● Essential Question #2: Identify three economic and social shifts that 

happened from 1750 - 1911? 

● Essential Question #3: Analyze the extent to which the Modern Revolution 

was a positive/negative influence. 

▪ Big Idea #2:  I can analyze the importance of the Industrialization of the World 
(1750 – 1911). 

● Essential Question #1: Where and in which industry did the 

Industrialization of the World begin? 

● Essential Question #2: How does the industrialization of the 18th Century 

influence me today? 

● Essential Question #3: Identify resources and methods for securing 

these that Industrialized nations explored/utilized. 

▪ Big Idea #3:  I can describe how Imperialism developed and analyze the 
influences it had on humanity. 

● Essential Question #1: What is nationalism and how does it influence 

decisions? 

● Essential Question #2: Where and how did industrialized nations 

seek\control resources? 

● Essential Question #3: Identify and describe the impact on rights and the 

resistance that European nationalism created in their colonies.  

● 2nd or 4th Quarter  
Unit IV: Global Conflict is spreading: Crisis and Conflict 

● Big Idea #1:  I can analyze the causes and consequences of the changes 
created by the revolutionary era of the world (1750 – 1911). 

● Essential Question #1: What problems did competition for resources and 
increased nationalism create?  

● Essential Question #2: What are the causes of WW1? 
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● Essential Question #3: How did warfare change in the early 20 th 
Century? 

● Essential Question #4: Identify the Treaty that brought and end to WW1 
and the problems it left unsolved/created. 

● Big Idea #2:  I can identify and examine mid 20th Century conflicts 
● Essential Question #1: What economic issues developed in the mid 20th 

Century and how did these have Worldwide impacts?   
● Essential Question #2: What are the causes of WW2?  
● Essential Question #3: How did warfare change in the mid 20th Century? 
● Essential Question #4: What were the outcomes and consequences of 

WW2? 
● Big Idea #3:  I can identify and analyze late 20th Century conflicts 

● Essential Question #1: What was the Cold War? 
● Essential Question #2: How did the USSR and USA compete for global 

power? 
● Essential Question #3: Sequence the important changes and 

continuities of the Cold War. 
Unit V: 20th/21st Century Genocides – created by Regional and Global Conflict 

● Big Idea #1: I can identify, analyze, and define genocides 
● Essential Question #1: What are the characteristics of genocides? 
● Essential Question #2: What 20th Century social, political, and economic 

problems can cause genocides to occur?  
● Essential Question #3: What 21st Century social, political, and economic 

problems can cause genocides to occur?  
● Big Idea #2: I can identify, analyze, and describe 20th Century Genocides. 

● Essential Question #1: What and where were the 20th century 
genocides? 

● Essential Question #2: What caused the 20th century genocides to 
occur? 

● Essential Question #3: Sequence and locate 20th century genocides by 
which historians have evidence.  

● Big Idea #3:   I can identify, analyze, and describe 21st Century Genocides. 
● Essential Question #1: What and where were the 21st century 

genocides? 
● Essential Question #2: What caused the 21st century genocides to 

occur? 
● Essential Question #3: Sequence and locate 21st century genocides by 

which historians have evidence.  
Unit VI: Globalization into the 21st Century 

● Big Idea #1: I can analyze strengths and weakness of late 20th/early 21st Century 
economic issues. 

● Essential Question #1: What economic challenges developed after the 
fall of the Soviet Union regionally and globally  

● Essential Question#2: How were European economies strengthened 
immediately after the break up of the Soviet Union, to become more 
competitive in the global economy?  
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● Essential Question #3: How have European economies weakened in the 
21st Century? 

● Big Idea #2: I can sequence and describe the Threat of Terrorism 
● Essential Question #1: What is Terrorism? 
● Essential Question #2: Why, how, and where have regional and ethnic 

conflicts developed into acts of terrorism?  
● Essential Question #3: How have cultural or political groups, that have 

resorted to terrorism, struggled to achieve self-governance and self-
determination?  

● Big Idea #3: I can analyze and explain the 21st Century’s Nuclear Warfare 
threats. 

● Essential Question #1: What is the threat of Nuclear Warfare 
● Essential Question #2: What is the criterion for countries being allowed 

to have Nuclear Arsenals 
● Essential Question #3: How has the proliferation of nuclear weapons, 

since the end of the Cold War, created a challenge to world peace?  
● Essential Question #4: How does the international community respond 

politically and economically to the threat of Nuclear Warfare?  
  

● END OF COURSE EXAM 
 
Course Materials: 
Google Chromebook 
 
Course Expectations:  Students will complete all assignments on time and participate in 
classroom activities and discussions as prescribed by the course syllabus and as assigned 
by the course instructor. 
 
Grading: This course utilizes percentages to calculate grades: 

Unit Exams  50% 

Other Assessments (tests, quizzes, performance/project tasks} 30% 

Class work/Homework 20% 

  

Grading Scale: 

❑ The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student 

handbook.  All grading categories meet the guidelines of the CCSD Board of 

Education 

 

Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board policy on assignments that are turned 
in late (in your agenda/to be reviewed in class). 

● Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will be 
expected to make up the work and be held accountable for learning all material 
they missed.  
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● Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will have one (1) 
additional day for every day they missed, to make up their work for full credit 
(100%).  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full credit, 
can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work, up to 1 
week late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 75% on the assignment 
they turn in.  

● Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full credit 
can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work up, to 2 
weeks late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 60% on the 
assignment they turn in.  

● The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late work from 
students for full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides to give the student an 
incomplete for the 9 weeks due to extenuating circumstances.  

❑    In the event of ANY absence, the student shall make arrangements to locate 

and complete all missed work. In the event of a school excused 
activity/absence, I expect the assignment on my desk prior to the missed day, 
or that class period’s assignment must be submitted immediately upon your 
return to school. Completion of any/all make-up work [classwork/tests] IS THE 
STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY! Make-up work must be completed within the 
guidelines established in your student handbook. 

 
Student Supplies: [to begin the year ] 

★ one 1.5” notebook w/ 3-5 dividers - 

labels 

★ 2 black or blue ink pens [at all 

times] 

★ 24 pack of coloring pencils 

★ 12-#2 pencils (mechanical or 

wooden) 

★ Composition Book 

 
 

★ post-it notes & highlighters 

★ a box of Kleenex/Puffs [tissue] 

★ loose-leaf paper: college-ruled 

or wide-rule lined 

★ headphones/earbuds for 

your Chromebook

 Students will maintain a course notebook to better facilitate their learning 
experiences in the classroom. Organization is a key tool to success in high school 
and in this course:  

o this includes keeping your digital assignments organized: label the 
documents so you do not end up with a multitude of “untitled documents” in 
your GoogleDrive.  

→ If you find a resource that is especially helpful to you, make sure you share it with 
the class!   

→ Students will log in to ProgressBook, often, to ensure that all assignments are 
completed on time and have been submitted, graded, and recorded accurately. 
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CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school year. 
Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this years’ tentative schedule is 
subject to change (at the teachers’ discretion).  
1st 9 Weeks:  
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  
Unit I: Getting Acquainted with Reading, Thinking, and Writing like Historians: 
Looking at the World 
Week 1: Reading, Writing, and Thinking like Historians, What is history and how do we 
know what we know? 

● Formative Assessment  
Week 2: Sources and their validity 

● Formative Assessment  
Week 3: Writing argumentatively and persuasively: tips and skills: locating important 
places on the World map. 

● Unit I Summative Assessment  
Unit II: The World is Revolutionary… 
Week 3: Revolutions that were turning points in world history: what makes something 
revolutionary?  

Political, Economic, and Social Revolutions and their impact on the World. 
● Formative Assessment  

Week 4:  analyze and describe why and how the acceleration in world population, 
technology, science, communication, and transportation happened when and where 
they did; and how they benefitted and threatened humanity.   

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 5-6: Revolutionary events from 1750 – 1911. 

● Unit II Summative Assessment  
Unit III: Revolutionary changes influenced the World? 
Week 7: Revolutionary economic systems and their impact 

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 7-8: importance of the Industrialization of the World (1750 – 1911). 

● Formative Assessment  
Weeks 8-9: Imperialisms causes and effects 

● Unit III Summative Assessment  
2nd 9 Weeks:  
Unit IV: Global Conflict is spreading: Crisis and Conflict 
Week 1-2: causes and consequences of the changes created by the revolutionary era of the 
world (1750 – 1911). 

● Formative Assessment  
Week 2-3: Identify and examine mid 20th Century conflicts 

● Formative Assessment  
Week 4: Identify and analyze late 20th Century conflicts 

● Unit IV Summative Assessment 
Unit V: 20th/21st Century Genocides – created by Regional and Global Conflict 
Week 4: Identify, analyze, and define genocides 

● Formative Assessment  



 

8 

 

 

Week 5: 20th Century Genocides 
● Formative Assessment  

Week 6: 21st Century Genocides 
● Unit V Summative Assessment 

Unit VI Title: Globalization into the 21st Century 
Week 7: Strengths and weakness of late 20th/early 21st Century economic issues  

● Formative Assessment  
Week 8: Terrorism 

● Formative Assessment  
Week 9: Nuclear Warfare 

● Unit VI Summative Assessment 
END OF COURSE EXAM  
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
There will be several PBTs throughout this course, including the end of course 
exam/Course Summative will be a Performance Based Task involving 21st Century 
Skills: research, presentation, small group discussion, and writing an action plan to 
share with congressional resources. 
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CHS World History Course Syllabus Acknowledgement Signatures 

 
After you have reviewed the preceding pages of information with your parent(s) or guardian(s), please 
sign this sheet and return it to me by Friday, August 25th.  This will be my verification that you understand 
what I expect of each of my students. 
 

Student Name (please print):           

Student Signature:            

 

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):       Phone:    

Parent/Guardian Signature:       Best time to contact:    

Email:         Date:       

 
 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

✶ Students will complete all assignments on time and participate in classroom activities and discussions as 
prescribed by the course syllabus and as assigned by the course instructor.  The course instructor may 
adjust pacing and content as necessary for students within their course.  

✶ Late work will be accepted and graded according to the CCSD policy for grading. [daily/homework, or 
major assignments]. 

✶ Homework may be assigned on holidays, long-weekends, and breaks. FOLLOW THE CALENDAR! 
✶ It is expected that you will follow CHS Building Rules at all times…many of those are included in the 

following set of behavior guidelines.  Students will adhere to the classroom teacher’s rules that include: 
✶ Come to class on time (in your seat working on the warm – up when the bell rings) and prepared to 

work:  BRING your supplies {chromebook, notebook, paper, pencils/pens, and homework} to each class.  
✶ Electronic Devices – We will utilize the Chromebooks DAILY! Take it home nightly, charge it, and 

bring it DAILY!  If we are taking notes, working in small groups, conducting research of a topic, etc., 
when I say, you may use your Chromebook. 

✶ Personal Electronic Devices (phones) MAY be used during class, but ONLY when I assign them: 
otherwise – place your phone in your backpack or bag, or in the phone basket to avoid the temptation to 
text or surf the net while we are doing an assignment without them. PED will be in the basket on my 
desk during testing. 

✶ When you miss class, find out what we did!  A study partner is a GREAT idea!   
✶ No food or soda (candy, suckers, chips, cookies, etc.) are permitted (I will ask you to throw it away!)   
✶ I do allow water: keeping your body hydrated will help your brain focus and learn.   
✶ Act polite, mature, and respectful to all in our classroom: it will avoid problems! 
✶ Listen when others are talking: talk when it is your turn: listening means that you aren’t busy formulating 

your angry/impassioned retort while others are speaking. 
✶ Students will maintain a course notebook to better facilitate their learning experiences in the classroom. 
✶ DO NOT THROW ANYTHING into recycling until the end of the course! 
✶ Students should check grades on ProgressBook often to ensure that all assignments have been 

submitted, graded, and recorded accurately.      
✶ My responsibilities, as your teacher, include teaching and enforcing the rules; instruction of the course 

objectives and skills essential to being a good citizen; evaluation of daily work; assessment of the course 
objectives; and providing a positive learning environment.  

 

Let’s have a great semester learning about the world! 
 

 


