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Honors/AP United States History Syllabus    
CHS Social Studies Department 

 

Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email, or scheduling an appointment to visit 
with me at CHS.  
Teacher: Mrs. Barbara Coulter    Email Address: Barbara.Coulter@ccsd.us   
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16256  Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
Teacher Contact Websites/Social Media:   

● Google Classroom Code: 2r1wue 

● Google Calendar: students were sent an evite via gmail (If you need an evite or are a parent, 
please email me and I will add you to the class calendar) 

● Schoology KT3T7-H639M this is a Learning Management System that will house documents 
and resources for students: some testing may occur through this resource. 

● Remind: @1718apushr to 81010 

o If you have trouble using 81010? Try texting @1718apushr to (440) 328-4562. 
o Parents are also encouraged to join REMIND. 
o Signing up via email is also an option: 

Send an email to: 1718apushr@mail.remind.com  
 

CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide tomorrow’s leaders with a 
high quality education by developing high expectations and positive personal relationships among 
students, staff, and community members. 
 

CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers students to learn, to lead, 
and to serve. 
 

Course Description and Prerequisite(s):  
 
Honors United States History {HUSH} 
 

PREREQUISITE: “B” average – no grade lower than a B in ANY high school Language Arts or Social 
Studies course work. Incoming freshmen students, who are enrolling in Honors American History 
must have recommendations from their 8th grade Social Studies and Language Arts Instructors [one 
each]. If you do not meet the prerequisites, you must meet with the instructor and secure the 
instructor’s approval to successfully enroll. Students must complete and submit a written application 
as part of the placement process. (this application is available in the Guidance Dept. as well as from 
the course instructor: it will be distributed through Social Studies and Language Arts Instructors at 
CMS: new enrollees will need to have their home school complete the recommendations). Once 
accepted into this AP course, each student and parent will sign a written contract signifying 
acceptance of course requirements and responsibilities. This course will begin preparing students for 
the Advanced Placement exam in May. It is NOT a replacement for American History. Students who 
complete this course successfully will be allowed to enter the Advanced Placement United States 
History course, following this prerequisite course. HUSH is an honors level course that will have 

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
mailto:1617apush@mail.remind.com
mailto:1617apush@mail.remind.com
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grades calculated at a 4.5. The course begins in 1491 and concludes in 1877. It will focus on 
instruction through the development of four skill sets, identified by the CollegeBoard as imperative to 
better understanding of history: chronological reasoning; comparison and contextualization; crafting 
historical arguments from historical evidence; and historical interpretation and synthesis. Each unit 
will build on a thematic approach with the AP United States History identified themes of Identity; 
Work, Exchange, and Technology; Migrations; Politics and Power; America in the World; 
Environment and Geography; Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture.  
 
AP United States History {APUSH} 
Prerequisites: No grade lower than a C in Honors United States History. Students wishing to enroll 
in Advanced Placement (AP) United States History, whom did not meet the “C” minimum 
prerequisite, must have the instructor's approval. Once accepted into this AP course, each student 
will sign a written contract signifying acceptance of course requirements and responsibilities AP 
United States History continues the chronological study of United States History. It begins in 1877 
and concludes with present day US events: it will continue preparing students for the Advanced 
Placement exam in May. APUSH is a continuation of concepts and content required by the 
CollegeBoard. Successful completion of this course serves as a replacement for American History 
[State Course #150810/CHS Course #207]. AP United States History is an Advanced Placement 
level course – [that means it is taught at the collegiate level: grades will be calculated on a 5 scale]. 
AP United States History will focus on chronological reasoning; comparison and contextualization; 
crafting historical arguments from historical evidence; and historical interpretation and synthesis. 
Each unit will build on a thematic approach with the AP United States History identified themes of 
Identity; Work, Exchange, and Technology; Migrations; Politics and Power; America in the World; 
Environment and Geography; Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture.    
 

There is an emphasis on the requirements for a collegiate level course: analytical writing and survey 
level coverage of content, as well as primary and secondary source readings and analysis. Students 
will learn to write argumentative historical essays. Students are expected to complete assignments as 
they are given, by due dates assigned, in order to keep up with the rigorous pace of the course. Sitting 
for a mock exam in April [a Saturday or Sunday] is a requirement of the course.  
 

Students are required by the CCSD Board of Education Policy to pay for and take the national test in 
the Spring [May]. Please refer to the Summer Honors/AP Assignment Due Dates Policy on page 21 
of the Course Handbook {Available on the CHS Website}. 
 

More information about the course: HUSH/APUSH 
Honors United States History {HUSH} is NOT a replacement for American History. Students who 
complete the Honors United States History course successfully will be allowed to enter the Advanced 
Placement United States History {APUSH} course, following this prerequisite course. HUSH is an 
honors level course that will have grades calculated at a 4.5: the course begins with 1491 and covers 
content through events in the 1870s; AP United States History {APUSH} continues the chronological 
study of United States History: it begins in 1865 and concludes with 2017. Through instruction of 
skills and content, the course will focus on preparing students for the Advanced Placement exam in 
May. Instruction in both semesters will focus on the thorough development of four skill sets, 
(identified by the CollegeBoard as imperative to better understanding of history): chronological 
reasoning; comparison and contextualization; crafting historical arguments from historical 
evidence; and historical interpretation and synthesis. Both courses will utilize and teach the skills 
of analytical writing and complete a survey level coverage of content, as well as primary and 
secondary source readings and analysis; also students will learn to write argumentative historical 
essays. 
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For an in-depth look at what the CollegeBoard considers part of this curriculum please follow this link 
 

Successful completion of APUSH serves as a replacement for American History [State Course 
#150810/CHS Course #207]. APUSH, which fulfills the Ohio United States History graduation 
requirement, will also prepare students for the AIR EOC exam (taken in late April or early May),  
as well as the AP national exam in May.   
 

Students are expected to complete assignments as they are given, by due dates assigned, in order 
to keep up with the rigorous pace of the course. Sitting for a mock exam in early April [a Saturday or 
Sunday] is a requirement of the course. Students are required, by the CCSD Board of Education 
Policy, to pay for and take the national test in the Spring [May 11, 2018: a.m. exam]. 
 

HUSH/APUSH is a college level, survey course of American History: students who enroll in APUSH 
should expect a fairly heavy workload.  Depending on your work ethic and focus during study time, 
there will be five – seven hours of homework per week (predominantly this will be the chapter 
readings). If you do not procrastinate, and if you pace yourself throughout the week, this 
coursework will not be overwhelming. Students can expect a variety of teaching methodologies: 
reading, analysis, guided discussion/lecture, student presentation, research, group collaboration, 
simulation, large and small group discussion, videos, and Harkness discussions. Summative 
Assessments are also required at the completion of each unit and count as 50% of a student’s grade 
for each quarter: (the plan is to have two summative assessments per quarter). The course will trace 
thematic topics throughout the year, emphasizing the ways in which they are inter-connected and 
examining the ways in which each helps to shape the changes over time that are so important to 
understanding United States history. Students are also expected to write throughout the course.  
Students will be taught Short Answer Response expectations, the Document Based Question (DBQ) 
(Evidence Based Response), and the Long Essay Question (LEQ) writing processes; and you will 
write on multiple topics throughout the course. This course is CollegeBoard Approved through the 
annual audit process of syllabus review by College Professors hired by CollegeBoard.    
 

The Test: 
There are 55 stimulus-based multiple-choice questions that utilize excerpts, images: art, political 
cartoons, maps, and data are imperative for students to learn to analyze quickly and discern the 
important components to aid them in answering the questions posed. The DBQ will be from any of 
the Periods 3 - 8. Students will have a choice between three LEQ questions and have to 
respond/write for one: they will be all on the same HTS and APUSH theme; but from different 
periodizations. Students will be asked to respond to three Short Answer Question prompt sets: the 
final set will include a choice between two sets of question prompts from different periodizations.  
Students will practice these types of responses throughout the course. 
 

Learning Targets: Defined on the following pages, for clarity, are the Unit Titles, Big Ideas of every 
Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be answered to better understand the 
Big Ideas.  
 
1st Quarter (Honors) 

Unit I Title: Learning to Read, Think, and write like an Historian.  
✶ Big Idea #1: I can understand and apply the skills of Thinking, Reading, and Writing Like an 

Historian.  
→ Essential Question #1: What are Historical Thinking and Critical Thinking Skills and how will we 

utilize them in this course? 
→ Essential Question #2: What are credible sources for studying history? 

→ Essential Question #3: What are the writing and analysis strategies that will aid my success in 

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf


4 

 

APUSH? 

→ Essential Question #4: What are the themes of APUSH and how can I apply these to content and 
concepts of the course. 

→ Essential Question #5: What is history and where should the US begin to tell its story? 

Unit II: European migrations changed the Americas  {1491 – 1607} {1607-1754} 
✶ Big Idea #1: I can identify and analyze how migrations changed the Americas {C/E, CCOT, C/C, HTTE} 

→ Essential Question #1: What groups of peoples lived in the Americas before 1491 and where did 
they reside? 

→ Essential Question #2: How did the Columbian Exchange influence lives/interactions in the 
Americas, Europe, and Africa? (Political, Economic, Social, Environmental, and Demographic) 

→ Essential Question #4: What technological and economic changes had to develop to create an 
organized methodology for international trade? 

→ Essential Question #3: How did cultural exchanges challenge the identities and value systems of 
people in/of Americas, Europe, and Africa? {1607-1754} 

✶ Big Idea #2: I can identify and describe the causes and effects of the different European groups 
that created mini-European areas, during the colonization of the Americas (specifically North 
America) {C/E, C/C, CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: What were the causes and effects of the creation and development of 

distinct Spanish, French, and Dutch colonial regions in North America? 
→ Essential Question #2: How did relations between the colonial groups/native groups change over 

time? 

→ Essential Question #3: What are the causes/effects of the differences between the New England, 
Middle, and Southern Colonial settlements of the English 

✶ Big Idea #3: I can analyze the CCOT between the British and the American colonists {C/E, CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: What issues arose that created a sense of connection for the (British) 

colonists? 
→ Essential Question #2: What are the causes/effects of the need to import workers? 

→ Essential Question #3: How did the changing norms, (religious ideologies, Enlightenment beliefs, 
and republican perspectives) transported across the Atlantic World exchanges, lead to a shift in ideas 
and beliefs that shaped colonial identity, politics, culture, and society? 

Unit III: The Road to Independence: colonists fight for GB and against France; and then they fight 
against GB with France {1754 – 1800} 
✶ Big Idea #1: I can identify the CCOT of the relationships between the French, British, and Native 

Americans. {CCOT, C/E} 
→ Essential Question #1: How did the French and Indian War affect the Native American population 

and interactions between Britain and the colonists? 
→ Essential Question #2: How did the concept of “American Identity” and “democratic ideals” emerge 

and shape the movement for independence? 

✶ Big Idea #2: I can analyze the causes and effects of the American Revolution. {C/E, CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: What Enlightenment ideals/writers sparked the colonists belief in self-

government? 
→ Essential Question #2: What were the causes and effects of “American” Declaration of 

Independence? 

→ Essential Question #3: Why and how did the rebels/colonists win the war for independence? 

→ Essential Question #4: What steps did the rebel colonists take to establish a government? 
→ Essential Question #5: What roles did women have in the quest for independence and the 

formulation of the new country/government? 

✶ Big Idea #3: I can identify and describe the processes used to establish the United States and 
its government. {C/E, C/C} 
→ Essential Question #1: Why did the Articles of Confederation need to be rewritten? 

→ Essential Question #2: What were the different arguments identified by the Federalists and the Anti-
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Federalists? 

→ Essential Question #3: What are the responsibilities of the government and how are they identified? 

→ Essential Question #4: What are guarantees of the Bill of Rights? 

→ Essential Question #5: What were the similarities and differences in Jefferson and Hamilton’s 
goals/plans for the new nation? 

→ Essential Question #6: How did the new independence in the United States influence other 

countries (Haiti, Latin American colonies, France)? 

✶ Big Idea #4: I can identify the migrations within North American and their impact as 
competition over resources, boundaries, and trade intensified conflicts among people and 
nations.  
→ Essential Question #1: What were the causes and effects of increased competition for resources, 

shifting alliances, and cultural blending following American independence? 
→ Essential Question #2: What were the effects of British, French, and Spanish colonial powers 

remaining in North America following American independence? 
 

2nd Quarter (Honors) 

Unit IV: Establishing a New Country: the US needs political, economic, and social guidelines 
{1800 – 1848} 
✶ Big Idea #1: I can describe the steps toward modern democracy and the new national culture 

that developed while Americans defined their democratic ideals and change their society and 
institutions to match. {C/E, CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: How did the United States transition into a participatory democracy? 

→ Essential Question #2: What were the causes and effects of the development of an American 
culture? What groups created distinctive cultures? 

→ Essential Question #3: How did the Second Great Awakening and Economic opportunities influence 
political, economic, and social changes and continuities?  

✶ Big Idea #2: I can analyze the importance of innovations in technologies, agriculture, and 
commerce {C/E, CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: What new transportation systems and technologies developed and how did 

these influence manufacturing and agricultural production? 
→ Essential Question #2: How did the changes identified in EQ1 influence/effect U.S. society, worker’s 

lives, and gender and family issues? 
→ Essential Question #3: How did geography and developments in transportation affect migration, the 

economy, and other opportunities for the development of differing regions of North America and help 
unify the nation? 

✶ Big Idea #3: I can explain US interest in increasing foreign trade and expanding its national 
borders and identify how these shaped foreign policy and influenced government and private 
initiatives. {CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: Identify how the United States created a global presence and 

claimed/conquered lands in North America. 
→ Essential Question #2: How did the continued internal migrations and external immigration, and 

acquisition of new lands in the West increase tensions over the extension of slavery.  
→ Essential Question #4: How did the new nation change between the War of 1812 and 1840? 

Political/Economic/Social/Boundaries? 

→ Essential Question #5: How did Andrew Jackson influence the political, economic, and social 
aspects of the US? 

Unit V: Slavery and Reforms became a divisive set of issues  {1848 – 1877} 
✶ Big Idea #1: I can examine the CCOT as the US became more connected with the world, 

pursued an expansionist foreign policy in the Western Hemisphere, and the causes and effects 
of the US as a destination for migrants. {C/E, CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: What are the causes and effects of expansionism? 
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→ Essential Question #2: What were the debates over rights and citizenship; and for which groups of 

U.S. inhabitants in the 1840s and 1850s? 
→ Essential Question #3: What were the ideological and economic differences over slavery and how 

did these create sectionalism between the North and South? Were there other causes for this 
sectionalism? 

→ Essential Question #4: How successful were reform movements of the abolition era?  
→ Essential Question #5: What were the causes an effects of the debates over slavery and how did 

these debates influence the election of 1860?   
→ Essential Question #6: How did the election of 1860 lead to the secession of Southern states? 

✶ Big Idea #2: I can identify and analyze how the Union victory in the Civil War and contested 
reconstruction policies in the South settled issues over slavery and secession; and the 
unresolved questions about the power of the federal government and citizenship rights. {C/E, 

CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: How did the North win the Civil War? 

→ Essential Question #2: What were the reconstruction plans that restructured life in the South? 

→ Essential Question #3: How did debates change following the North’s victory: regarding the rights of 
African Americans, women, and other minorities? 

→ Essential Question #4: What Continuities in political, economic, and social policies remained after 
the Civil War? 

● END OF COURSE EXAM December 2017 

3rd Quarter (AP) 
Unit VI: It’s time to get progressive and grow the nation… {1865 – 1898} 
✶ Big Idea #1: I can describe the causes and effects of technological advances, large-scale 

production methods, and the opening of new markets and encouraged the rise of industrial 
capitalism in the United States. {1848 – 1917} {C/E, CCOT, HTTE} 
→ Essential Question #1: What were the causes and effects of large-scale industrial production?  
→ Essential Question #2: What were the varieties of economic and labor theories that developed in 

this period and what were the effects of these new ideologies? 
→ Essential Question #3: How did new systems of production and transportation effect agriculture and 

how did the farmers respond to these changes? 

✶ Big Idea #2: I can identify and explain the attitudes and effects of the people who conquered 
the Continent in the late 19th Century. {C/E, CCOT} 

→ Essential Question #1: Illustrate how international and internal migrations increased urban 
populations and fostered a new urban culture. 

→ Essential Question #2: What were the causes and effects for/of large numbers of migrants 
claiming land in the West? 

→ Essential Question #3: How did migration to the West and debates over political values shape the 
growth of racial and ethnic identities and lead to conflicts over assimilation and distinctiveness? 

→ Essential Question #4: How did changes in transportation and technology, along with the 
integration of the U.S economy into worldwide economic, labor, and migration systems, influence 
U.S. Society? 

✶ Big Idea #3: I can identify and apply how the Gilded Age produced new cultural and intellectual 
movements, public reform efforts, and political debates over economic and social policies. {C/E, 

CCOT, C/C, HTTE} 
→ Essential Question #1: What new cultural and intellectual movements developed as the Gilded 

Age? 
→ Essential Question #2: Identify the dramatic social changes of the era and analyze the importance 

of the political debates over citizenship, corruption, and the proper relationship between business and 
government. 

✶ Big Idea #4: I can delineate the social, economic, and political challenges of Urbanization. {C/E, 

CCOT, C/C} 
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→ Essential Question #1: How were philosophical, moral, and scientific ideas used to defend and 

challenge the dominant economic and social order? 
→ Essential Question #2: How and why did new labor systems develop, and how did industrialization 

shape U.S. society and workers’ lives? 
→ Essential Question #3: What were significant similarities and differences among reformers who 

advocated changes to the economic, political, and social system of the New South? How do their 
beliefs, strategies, and level of success compare?  Compare these to the Western and Northern 
regions of the US. 

→ Essential Question #4: Compare/Contrast the political, economic, and social aspects of the Market 
Revolution (early 1800s) and Industrial Revolution (post Reconstruction into the early 20th Century). 

Unit VII: The United States builds on conflict and consumerism; experiences economic and 
environmental collapse; and turn to volatile interventions  {1890 – 1945} 
✶ Big Idea #1: I can examine the causes and effects in economic and social transitions. {C/E, CCOT} 

→ Essential Question #1: What are the causes and effects of transitioning from rural, agricultural 
economies to urban, industrial economies? 

→ Essential Question #2: How did Progressives react to the transition to urban, industrial economies 
and social issues and corruption?   

→ Essential Question #3: How did the Progressives create change in the late 19th Century? 
→ Essential Question #4: Describe the reactions of policy makers in the 1930s when it came to 

dealing with mass unemployment and social upheavals and their role in creating the ideas/foundation 
of modern American liberalism. 

✶ Big Idea #2: I can examine and describe the changes and continuities of US society in regard to 
the role of communication and technology’s influences on mass culture; and their relationship 
to internal and international migration patterns {C/E} 
→ Essential Question #1: How did popular culture influence US society; and how did debates increase 

over the effect of culture on public values, morals, and American national identity? 
→ Essential Question #2: How did economic pressures, global events, and political developments 

cause shifts in international and internal migrations?   

✶ Big Idea #3: I can illustrate the causes and effects and changes and continuities over time  
of the global conflicts. {C/E, CCOT}  

→ Essential Question #1: What are the causes and effects of the US territorial ambitions and 
acquisitions in the Western Hemisphere and the Pacific; and how did these increase public debates 
over America’s role in the world in the late 19th and early 20th C? 

→ Essential Question #2:  How did WW1 and its aftermath intensify ongoing debate about America’s 
role in the world, national security, and pursuit of American interests? 

→ Essential Question #3: Describe the transformation in American society that US participation in 
WWII created.   

→ Essential Question #4: What changes (global, political and military leadership) happened due to US 
participation and victory in WW2? 

Unit VII: The US expands its presence in the World as a Global Superpower {1945 – 1980} 
✶ Big Idea #1: I can critique and explain how The Cold War leads to international/domestic 

challenges & changes for Americans {C/E, HTTE, and CCOT}. 
→ Essential Question #1: What were the Origins of the Cold War and goals of US policymakers 

regarding post-war America and the world? 
→ Essential Question #2: Identify US Cold War policies that led to public debates over the power of 

the federal government and acceptable means for pursuing international and domestic goals while 
protecting civil liberties. 

o What are the Causes and Effects, (and CCOT) of post-war political and social  
reforms in the USA? **{1950s, 1960s, 1970s} 

→ Essential Question #3: What were the causes and effects of the economic and demographic 
changes after WWII? **{1950s, 1960s, 1970s} 
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Big Idea #2: I can analyze the Civil Rights Movements that occurred from 1945 – 1980. {C/E, CCOT} 
→ Essential Question #1: What were the origins of the Civil Rights Movement? 

→ Essential Question #2: What were the causes and effects of civil liberty debates and the changes in 
American national identity after WWII **(1945-1981+)? 

→ Essential Question #3: How did the goals, strategies, and support of the movement for civil rights 
change over time? {CCOT}

African American 
LGBT 
Native Americans 

Mexican/Migrant Farm Workers 
Women 

→ Essential Question #4: How did the US civil rights movements change American politics and 
society? 

✶ Big Idea #3: I can examine postwar economic and demographic changes; and identify their 
influences on American society, politics, and culture. 1945 – 1980 

→ Essential Question #1: How did rapid economic and social changes influence American society and 
its sense of optimism in the postwar years? 

→ Essential Question #2: What were the causes and effects of new demographic and social 
developments, and anxieties during the Cold War? 

→ Essential Question #3: What were the political, economic, and social challenges and changes of the 
cold war era? 

Unit IX: America developed a “New Conservatism” and ended the Cold War (or did it?)  
{1980 to Present}  
✶ Big Idea #1: I can examine and identify the conservative movement’s achievements and policy 

goals during the 1980s and these influences in subsequent decades  {CCOT, C/E} 

→ Essential Question #1: Why did conservatism rise into the 1980s and how did it change the federal 
government’s role in the nation’s political, economic, social, and environmental affairs? (What is 
Conservatism as it relates to government?) 

→ Essential Question #2: How have debates over civil rights, immigration, technology, the economy, 
and the environment influenced U.S. politics and culture and shaped conceptions of U.S. national 
identity in the late 20th Century? 

✶ Big Idea #2: I can examine and identify the significant technological, economic, and demographic 
changes of the early 21st Century.   
→ Essential Question #1: How did developments in science and technology enhance the economy 

and transform society, while manufacturing decreased, 
→ Essential Question #2:  What were the cultural and political causes and effects of demographic 

shifts? 
✶ Big Idea #3: I can examine the end of the Cold War and identify challenges that forced the nation to 

redefine its foreign policy and role in the world. 
→ Essential Question #1: What challenges has the US faced, post Cold War, and how has the 

government redefined foreign policy and the US role in the world due to the end of the Cold War? 

→ Essential Question #2: What are the causes and effects of US foreign policy changes post 
September 11, 2001? 

✶ Big Idea #4: I can predict the influences today’s decision will have on the future {C/E, C/C} 
→ Essential Question #1: What factors have led to increasing globalization, and how has this increase 

influenced U.S. society? (C/E) 
→ Essential Question #2: Identify some of the innovations in technology that make our lives vastly 

different from those of the earliest settlers to the U.S. 
→ Essential Question #3: Which APUSH themes are most prevalent in today’s world? Provide 

evidence of these CCOT. 

Mock Exam – this is a required assignment/activity: all students will complete a practice exam 
outside of class time in early April (after school or a Saturday/Sunday: Date will be announced in 
early January) 
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4th Quarter (AP) 
Unit IX: It’s TIME to review 
Big Idea #1: I can analyze the results of a full-length APUSH exam and establish a learning plan 

for review. 
→ Essential Question #1: What were your strengths (periodization, HTS, writing) 
→ Essential Question #2: What were your weaknesses (periodization, HTS, writing) 
→ Essential Question #3: What strategies have you utilized throughout the course that have worked to 

prepare for tests?  What strategies will you use and how much time will you commit to your success?  Will 
you go solo or work with a learning team? 

Big Idea #2: I can create and complete a review plan for preparation for the national exam. 

● END OF COURSE EXAM the mock exam in early April will count for your EOC: no spring final 
exam will be required after the American History EOC/AIR and the CollegeBoard Advanced 
Placement Exam. 

Abbreviations utilized throughout the Big Ideas and Essential Questions
● CCOT: Change and Continuity over time 

● C/E: Cause and Effect 
● C/C: Compare and Contrast 
● HTTE: History through their eyes 

 

Course Materials: 
Google Chromebook 
 

Textbook:  
United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam. AMSCO. 2017. 
 

Supplemental Textbook(s): students are encouraged to locate a prep book that suits their learning 
style and to utilize it throughout the year. 
 

Electronic Resources: 
The Unfinished Nation – online materials: summaries, quizzes, primary and secondary source 
analysis, geography activities, etc. 
 

Primary Source Investigator American History 13e.  McGraw Hill.   
 

A variety of historic primary and secondary selections from other resources [readings, artwork, and 
images] will be utilized within units of study.  
 

Quizlet: this resource contains some of the key people, places, events of the course. Utilize these 
throughout each unit.  
 
Since technology is constantly evolving and new options are popping up, we will most likely add to 
these few resources, noted here, throughout the year: one of our first assignments has you 
identifying resources that will be helpful for you throughout the course and the year.  
 
Course Expectations:   
Students will complete all assignments on time and participate in classroom activities and 
discussions as prescribed by the course syllabus and as assigned by the course instructor. 
 

The course instructor may adjust pacing and content, as necessary, for students within the  course. 
Students are expected to perform at the level of an Advanced Placement student; and to prepare for 
the May 11th Advanced Placement Examination, which is a requirement of the course. If, at any time, 
you are unable to complete a weekly chapter’s reading or another assignment, you MUST contact 

http://glencoe.mheducation.com/sites/0012122005/student_view0/primary_source_investigator__psi__online.html
http://glencoe.mheducation.com/sites/0012122005/student_view0/primary_source_investigator__psi__online.html
http://psi.mheducation.com/current/psi.php
https://quizlet.com/Barbara_Coulter2/folders/apush-key-terms
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Mrs. Coulter via email to explain the extenuating situation and propose a new time frame.  As you 
can see by the schedule (follow our Google calendar), getting behind, within a unit’s readings, will 
place you at a disadvantage and make you a less effective team member on your learning team. 
PACE yourself: do a little of the weekly reading assignments EVERY DAY, rather than trying to 
CRAM it all in on Sundays. 
 

Students in HUSH & APUSH are expected to adhere to the contract, work ethic, and honor code of 
an Advanced Placement Student: 
 

✏ Summer work will be completed by August 22, 2017. 
✏ Compliance with the CHS HUSH/Honor Code and Contract. 
✏ Successful completion of the AP course requires approximately seven hours of individual study 

time per week. Stay ahead of the assignments, procrastination will make you grumpy! 
✏ Late work will be accepted and graded according to the CCSD policy for grading. [daily, 

homework, or major assignments]. 
✏ Homework may be assigned on holidays, long-weekends, and breaks: refer to the Google 

APUSH calendar often – stay connected! 
✏ Sitting for a mock APUSH exam [in April], prior to the May exam, is required (it will be in late 

March or early April.)  
o Students find that sitting for this exam is some of the best prep we complete during the 

month of review prior to the test. 
✏ Completion of the Nationwide AP Exam is required – there is a fee for this exam:  

May 11th 2018. 
Students will adhere to the classroom teacher’s rules that include: 
 

⇒ Come to class on time (in your seat working on the bellringer, or ready for it to be explained 
(cued) when the bell rings) and be prepared to work: BRING your textbook, notebook, paper, 
pencils/pens, Chromebook, and homework to each class, unless I tell you differently. 

 

⇒ All student rules and regulations in our student handbook will be enforced daily: this includes but 
isn’t limited to dress code, eating/drinking, attendance, hall passes, etc. 

 

⇒ When you miss class, FIND OUT WHAT WE DID! Email me, or √ Google Classroom or 

Schoology for updates! 
 

⇒ Food or soda (candy, suckers, chips, cookies, etc.) that are not purchased from the Cavalier Café 
are not permitted (I will ask you to throw it away!) I do allow water, and encourage you to drink 
it: keeping your body hydrated will help your brain focus and learn: you may purchase from the 
Cavalier Café on days that we do not have an assessment. 

 

⇒ Act polite, mature, and respectful to all in our classroom: this will avoid many problems! 
→ Profanity will not be tolerated. 

 
⇒ My responsibilities, as your teacher, include teaching and enforcing the rules; instruction of the course 

objectives; assessment of the course objectives; evaluation of daily work; class participation; and effort; 
and providing a positive learning environment. 

 

⇒ Students will maintain a course notebook to better facilitate their learning experiences in the 
classroom and as a resource as they prepare for the AP Exam in May; check grades, on 
Progress Book, often to ensure that all assignments have been submitted, graded, and recorded 
accurately; and stay organized. 
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⇒ Students enrolled in HUSH/APUSH should understand that this is a college level survey course; 
and we will be working DAILY toward success in May. 

o You should keep up with the readings…one chapter per week, rain or shine, extensive snow 

days or cancellations for other reasons – school or holiday. {Follow our calendar} 
↳  The exam doesn’t wait. 

⇒ You CANNOT cheat the reading…you must know and be able to use Specific Factual 
Information {SFI} -- people, events, places, etc. and be able to make critical thinking connections 
between content, concepts, and themes. 

 

Many assignments will be submitted utilizing Google Docs in Google Classroom or Schoology. 
Make sure you learn to utilize these tools over the summer!  We will utilize the Chromebooks: 
CHARGE YOURS NIGHTLY AND BRING IT TO SCHOOL DAILY 
 

During the first semester, HUSH, students will complete assignments and assessments from Periods 1 
through 5, with the end date being 1877.  During the second semester, APUSH, students will complete 
assignments and assessments from units 6 through 9; and they will have a unit of review, prior to the May 
2018 testing, which is scheduled for Friday, May 11th, during the morning testing session. 
 
Evaluation: 

This course utilizes summative assessments that mirror the AP exam (SBMC, SAQ, DBQ, and/or 
LEQ) (at the completion of every unit), projects, student analysis, summaries, and an end of course 
exam as evaluative tools.  Students can also expect to experience 1 – 2 projects [individual or group] 
per quarter. Final individual evaluation will be based upon the national exam, which students will take 
in May: scores are released in early July. Evaluation is based on the multitude of key concepts found 
in the course description and also in a graphic organizer on Schoology and Google Classroom: these 
themes were identified to best help students analyze and connect crucial information within different 
periodizations of US History: the course is also heavily reliant on student understanding and 
application to these themes and historical thinking skills. 
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Course content is divided into units and the corresponding chapters can be found here. 

 
The stimulus-based multiple-choice section may include a few questions from the periods 
1491-1607 and since 1980, neither the DBQ, nor either of the essay questions in Parts B will 
deal exclusively with this period. Together, stimulus-based multiple-choice and free-response 
sections cover political institutions, behavior, and public policy; social change, and cultural and 
intellectual developments; diplomacy and international relations; and economic developments. 
Short Answer Questions will be from a combination of periods throughout the course. 
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In an effort to prepare for national testing in May, in addition to the units of study identified 
above, students will spend time learning to write Short Answer Responses, Evidence Based 
Essays, and Long Essay Responses.  
Students will develop a variety of skills in addition to the content for the course. 
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Grading:  

↳  Unit Exams           50%  
↳  Assessments (Including: Quizzes, Essays, Labs, and Projects)   30%  
↳  Classwork/Homework         20%  

o The End of Course {EOC}/Final Exam is 20% of a student’s final grade.  
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Grading Scale: 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student handbook or online at 
http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook 
 

Late Work: Late work will be subject to the CCSD Board of Education’s adopted late work policy 
{assignments that are turned in late} (to be reviewed in class: refer to your handbook throughout the year if you forget).  

↳  Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will be expected to make up 
the work and be held accountable for learning all material they missed.  

↳  Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will have one (1) additional 
day for every day they missed, to make up their work for full credit (100%).  

↳  Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment, for full credit, can still turn 
in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work, up to 1 week late, must at least 
be given the opportunity to earn 75% on the assignment they turn in.  

↳  Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full credit can still turn 
in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in work up, to two (2) weeks late, must at 
least be given the opportunity to earn 60% on the assignment they turn in.  

↳  The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late work from students for 
full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides to give the student an incomplete for the 9 
weeks due to extenuating circumstances.  

Student Supplies:  [to begin the year] 
✏ one 1.5” notebook w/ 5 dividers 

✏ lined filler paper   
✏ 2 - 3 pencils 

✏ 2 black or blue ink pens (ALWAYS) 
✏ Earbuds for Chromebook 

✏ 24 pack of coloring pencils 

✏ a composition book   
✏ post-it notes/arrows/flags  
✏ highlighters  
✏ a box of Kleenex at the beginning of the year

 

CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course, at CHS, for this school year. Although, I would like to follow this 
plan verbatim, this year’s tentative schedule is subject to change (at the teacher’s discretion).  
 

1st 9 Weeks (HUSH):  APUSH full course Pre-Test 
Week 1-3: Data Analysis, Goal Setting, Growth Mindset, and HTS and other acronyms. course 
intro; Thinking like an Historian, Writing like an Historian: what does all that mean? Reading/Notes: 
Period One: Chapter 1 -- due September 2nd: Period Two: Chapters 2 & 3 {September 5th and 11th) 
Unit One Discovery of the “old” world, Spain, France, and England divide North America Early 
America – video (summer assignment); Unit Two Planting colonies in North America and 
displacing Native Americans: completion of short answer discovery questions [partner/small 
group], and mapping historic North America, pre-colonial America labor sources [slavery and 
indentured servitude begins in NA], colonial America and its cultures, Enlightenment ideas migrate 
from Europe, from empire to independence, mapping historic slave routes and colonial America: 
becoming American, regional distinctions emerge, [compare/contrast regional identities: New 
England, Middle, and Southern]. Period 1 & 2 “timeline” with a partner/individual, Period 1 & 2 
cover pages, PES+ chart, and Period on a page: writing SAQs (ACE), introduction of Document 
Based Questions (Evidence Based Response).  Period One & Two Review – Combo Test 
  

Week 3 – 9 Unit Three Chapters 4–6 due weekly [September 18th, 25th, October 2nd]: The 
American Revolution, the New Nation, an Agrarian Republic; completion of short answer  
questions [partner/small group], mapping historic America – expanding West: revolutionary 
causes booklet: Period 3 timeline, cover page, PES+ chart, and Period on a page.  
                    Period Three Review –Test 
2nd Nine Weeks: {HUSH}  

http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
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Week 1 - 7: Unit Four: Chapters 7-11: due weekly [October 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th,  November 6th]: 
the nation begins: establishing the Constitution and Bill of Rights, the Second Great Awakening, 
Abolitionists, the South & Slavery, Growth of Democracy, Industry and the North; completion of 
short answer discovery questions [partner/small group], exploring America online activities, 
mapping historic America – expanding West. Period 4 timeline, cover page, PES+ chart, and 
Period on a page: Connecting the Themes – Synthesis. LEQ Essay on Sectionalism.  
                     Period Four Review – Test 

 

Week 7 – 9 Unit Five Week 8 - 9: Period Five: Chapters 12 – 15 [November 13th, 20th, 27th,  
December 4th]: New Age America, Expanding Territories, Coming Crisis; Civil War, 
Reconstruction, completion of short answer discovery questions [individual, partner/small group], 
Period 5 timeline, cover page, PES+.              

Period Five Review – Test 
 

Week 9 – 1st
 semester concludes: semester exams December 18th, 19th, and 20th. 

Periods 1 – 5 End of HUSH test M/C, SAQ, DBQ Skills/Strategies - Finals Week 
 

WINTER BREAK December 21st – January 2nd  
 

3rd Quarter {APUSH}: Pre-Test 
Week 1 - 3: Unit Six: Chapters 16, 17, 18, 19 will be assessed during 2nd Semester: reading 
assignments due [December 11th, 18h, January 4th and 8th]: Westward Expansion – more 
conquest; Industrial America: monopolies, commonwealth, corruption, and empire, urban 
America, the Progressives, the Populists; immigration; completion of short answer discovery 
questions [partner/small group], mapping historic America – expanding West/analysis of urban 
growth: continue DBQ skills and strategies: completion of short answer discovery questions 
[individual, partner/small group], DBQ requirements and strategies; Gilded Age Project or Speed 
Dating. Period 6 review: Period 6 timeline, cover page, PES+ chart, and Period on a page: 
Connecting the dots between Reconstruction and American Imperialism. 

Period Six Review – Test 
 

Week 4 – 9 Unit Seven Chapters 21 - 26: [January 16th 22nd, 29th, February 5th, 12th, 20th, 26th] 
Spanish American War, America as a World Power, WWI, Great Migration, the 20’s, Harlem 
Renaissance, Great Depression & New Deal; WWII, the Homefront during WWII completion of 
short answer discovery questions[partner/small group]; continue DBQ requirements and 
strategies: begin writing full DBQs. 20s research/PPT/Prezi construction, Alphabet Soup Cereal 
Boxes, CANVA, LEQ. Period 7 timeline, PES+, Unit Cover Page.  

Period Seven Review – Test 
4th Quarter{APUSH} 
Week 1- 2 Unit Eight: Chapters 27 - 29 [Due March 5th, 12th, 19th]: the Cold War, Civil Rights 
Movement, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s; student reading, research, and presentation creation. 
Completion of short answer discovery questions [partner/small group]: Period 8 timeline, cover 
page, PES+ chart, and Period on a page.              Period Eight Review – Test 
SPRING BREAK March 28th –April 2nd

 

 

Week 3 – 4: Unit Nine: Chapters 30 – 31 [March 26th, April 3rd] America 1981 – Present Period 
9 timeline, cover page, PES+ chart, and Period on a page: Connecting the Themes – Synthesis: 
LEQ or DBQ.                   Period Nine Review – Test 

Mock Exam – Dates to be announced  - tentatively Week 4 { Early April}. 
 

Because you are preparing for the national APUSH exam, no assignments for the APUSH 
curriculum will be accepted after May 11, 2018. You are worth it!  Plan accordingly! 
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END OF COURSE EXAM: students enrolled in APUSH will complete the AIR exam in late April and 
will take the national AP exam on May 11, 2018.  All students are required by BOE policy to take the 
AP exam. There is a fee for this.  
 

Student Activities and Learning Experiences 
In addition to exposing students to the historical content listed above, the AP course will also 
train students to analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources, this includes 
documentary material, maps, statistical tables, journals, political cartoons, artworks, literature, 
and graphic evidence of historical events. Students will be exposed to the concept of multiple 
causations and changes over time, and should be able to compare developments or trends from 
one period to another. Historical and Critical Thinking Skills will be strengthened and utilized.  
Discussion and identification of Historic Context and Synthesis will be utilized throughout the 
course.  Students will learn to utilize Google and other Technology Apps and 21st Century 
Technology skills on your Chromebook. 
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. According to the Ohio Department of 
Education, “Performance Based Assessments (PBA) provide authentic ways for students to demonstrate and 
apply their understanding of the content and skills within the standards. The performance based assessments 
will provide formative and summative information to inform instructional decision-making and help students 
move forward on their trajectory of learning.” Some examples of Performance Based Assessments include but 
are not limited to portfolios, group projects, demonstrations, essays, Harkness Discussions, and presentations. 
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CHS Honors/AP United States History Course Syllabus Acknowledgement Signatures 
 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your parent(s) or guardian(s), 
please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can verify you understand what I expect out of 
each and every one of my students.  Return your signature page no later than August 25th  

 
✏ Students will complete all assignments on time and participate in classroom activities and discussions as 

prescribed by the course syllabus and as assigned by the course instructor.  The course instructor may adjust 
pacing and content as necessary for students within their course. 

✏ Sitting for a mock APUSH exam [in April] prior to the May exam is required (it will be in late March or early 
April.) Students find that sitting for this exam is some of the best prep we complete during the month of review 
prior to the test. 

✏ Students are expected to perform at the level of an Advanced Placement student; and to prepare for the May 

✏ Advanced Placement Examination, which is a requirement of the course. 
✏ Successful completion of Advanced Placement United States History requires approximately seven hours of 

weekly individual study time. 
✏ Late work will be accepted and graded according to the CCSD policy for grading. [daily/homework, or major 

assignments]. 
✏ Homework may be assigned on holidays, long-weekends, and breaks. FOLLOW THE CALENDAR! 
✏ It is expected that you will follow CHS Building Rules at all times…many of those are included in the following 

set of behavior guidelines.  Students will adhere to the classroom teacher’s rules that include: 
✏ Come to class on time (in your seat working on the warm – up when the bell rings) and prepared to work:  

BRING your supplies: book, notebook, paper, pencils/pens, and homework to each class. 
✏ Electronic Devices – We will utilize the Chromebooks DAILY! Take it home nightly, charge it, and bring it 

DAILY! 
✏ Devices (Chromebooks and Personal Electronic Devices – your phone) MAY be used during class when I 

assign it, so, if we are taking notes, working in small groups to research a topic, etc., or when I say, you may 
use your personal electronic device.  Otherwise – place your phone in your backpack, pocket, or bag or in the 
phone basket to avoid the temptation to text or surf the net while we are doing an assignment without them. 
PED will be in the basket on my desk during testing. 

✏ When you miss class, find out what we did!  A study partner is a GREAT idea! 
✏ No food or soda (candy, suckers, chips, cookies, etc.) are permitted (I will ask you to throw it away!) I do allow 

water: keeping your body hydrated will help your brain focus and learn. 
✏ Act polite, mature, and respectful to all in our classroom: it will avoid problems! Listen when others are talking: 

talk when it is your turn. 
✏ Students will maintain a course notebook to better facilitate their learning experiences in the classroom. You 

may decide to empty it at the completion of each unit, but DO NOT THROW ANYTHING into recycling until the 
end of the course! 

✏ Students should check grades (on ProgressBook) often to ensure that all assignments have been submitted, 
graded, and recorded accurately. 

✏ My responsibilities, as your teacher, include teaching and enforcing the rules; instruction of the course 
objectives and skills essential to being a good citizen; evaluation of daily work; assessment of the course 
objectives; and providing a positive learning environment.  


