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Financial Foundations Syllabus 
CHS Business/JVS/Family Consumer Science Department 

 
Contact Information:  Parents may contact me by phone, email or visiting 

the school.   
Teacher:  Ms. Bridget Black 

Email Address:  bridget.black@ccsd.us  
Phone Number:  (740) 702-2287 ext. 16254 

Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
 

CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide 

tomorrow’s leaders with a high quality education by developing high 
expectations and positive personal relationships among students, staff, and 

community members. 
 

CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers 
students to learn, to lead, and to serve. 

 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:   

Finance Foundations 405  
Subject Code: 143000 

Prerequisite: None Grade: 9-12  
Graded Conventionally Credit: 1  

Course Descriptions: This is the first course specific to Finance. It introduces 
students to the specializations offered in the career field. Students will 

obtain fundamental knowledge and skills in accounting, banking services, 

corporate finance, insurance, and securities and investments. They will 
acquire knowledge of financial analysis and application, business law and 

ethics, economics, international business and business relationships. 
Knowledge management and information technology will be emphasized. 

Employability skills, leadership and communications will be incorporated in 
classroom activities. Required: 120-150 hours per course Pre-Requisite: 

none but Junior or Senior is status preferred. Course Fee: Students will have 
the opportunity to be a part of a Career Tech Student Organization (DECA) 

as part of this course. Students who choose to be a part of the program’s 
respective Career Tech Student Organization will have opportunities to be 

student officers, attend leadership activities, and participate in various 
leadership and skill competitions. Students who wish to be a part of the 

program’s respective Career Tech Student Organization will be required to 

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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pay the dues associated with the organization prior to participation in 

activities outside the normal classroom. $15.00 for DECA Membership 
 

Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, 
Big Ideas of every Unit taught during this course, and the Essential 

Questions to be answered to better understand the Big Ideas. A student’s 
ability to grasp and answer the Essential Questions will define whether or 

not he or she adequately learns and can apply the skills found in Big Ideas.  
This will ultimately define whether or not a student scores well on 

assessments given for this course. The Common Core Standards can be 
found at http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards.  

 1st or 3rd Quarter 
o Unit I Title:  Life Lessons 

 Big Idea #1: I can manage my time and health so that 
it is beneficial. 

 Essential Question #1:  How will a healthy lifestyle 

result in financial rewards? 
 Essential Question #2:  Explain how to arrange a 

schedule that will allow you to balance work, 
personal, education and health goals.  

 Essential Question #3: Why is allocating time and 
making smart purchases ways to improve health? 

 Big Idea #2: I can find a job that meets my needs. 
 Essential Question #1:  List three items you look for 

when comparing similar job openings. 
 Essential Question #2:  Explain how payroll and 

income tax deductions cause net pay to be less than 
gross pay. 

  Essential Question #3: How can fringe benefits 
factor into a job decision? 

 Big Idea #3: I can budget and save appropriately to 

positively impact my future. 
  Essential Question #1: Explain the components of a 

pay stub.  
  Essential Question #2: Explain the purpose of a 

budget. 
 Essential question # 3: Demonstrate the balancing of 

a bank statement.    
 Essential Question #4: What material is needed to 

open a checking or saving account? 
o Unit II Title:  Purchasing the Essentials 

 Big Idea #1: I can find an apartment that meets my 
personal and financial needs. 
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 Essential Question #1:  Explain the components of 

an apartment that affects the price. 
 Essential Question #2: How do you compare 

different apartments to determine the best value?    
 Big Idea #2: Purchasing or leasing a car 

 Essential Question #1: Which car meets your meets 
your needs based on income and expenses? 

 Essential Question #2: Students will be able to 
compare the cost of buying vs. leasing a car. 

Essential Question #3: What are the elements that 
go into determining the car? 

 Big Idea #3: There are correct ways to purchase a 
product    

 Essential Question #1: What are the types of 
purchases that will help their productivity, and 

therefore, improve their financial security?  

 Essential Question #2: What is the proper way to 
comparison shop to get the most for their money? 

 Essential question # 3 Can utilizing periodic sales to 
expand their purchasing power? 

o Unit III Title:  Getting your finances in order. 
 Big Idea #1: Choosing and Balancing a Checking 

Account  
 Essential Question #1:  What is the consequence of 

cashing a check without funds in the bank?   
 Essential Question #2: What is the proper way to log 

deposits and credits in a check register?  
 Essential Question #3: What process is used when 

balancing a bank statement and to balance their 
checkbook against a recent bank statement? 

 Big Idea #2: Getting a credit card       

 Essential Question #1: How does APR, credit limits, 
and credit card fees affect the credit cards.  

 Essential Question #2: What factors are considered 
when choosing a credit card offers?   

 Essential Question # 3: How can interest charges 
from a credit card quickly help you get into debt?  

 Big Idea #3: How can you fix your credit?  
 Essential Question #1: What should a person look at 

when viewing a credit report? 
 Essential Question # 2: What is the impact of a poor 

credit score? 
 Essential question #3:  What actions can a person 

take to improve their credit score?   
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o Unit IV Title:  Your future  

 Big Idea #1: Education and personal advancement   
 Essential Question #1: What specific education level 

is needed to achieve employment in a desired 
career? 

 Essential Question #2: What is value of education for 
earning potential?  

 Essential Question #3: How do student loans work? 
 Big Idea #2:  Online banking (the good and the bad)     

 Essential Question #1: How to check account 
balances? 

 Essential Question #2: How to set up and monitor 
reoccurring bill payments?  

 Essential Question #3: How can money be 
transferred between accounts?       

 Big Idea #3: Taxes in your life 

 Essential Question #1:  How do fill out a basic 
1040EZ tax form? 

 Essential Question #2:  What items do you need to 
collect before filling out your taxes? 

 Essential question# 3:  What do the numbers on a 
1099-int statement mean?    

o Unit V Title:  Investing  
 Big Idea #1: Intro to Investing 

 Essential Question #1:  What does FDIC stand for?  
 Essential Question #2: What do yield, loads and 

expense ratios to you your potential profit? 
 Essential Question #3: How can you compare mutual 

funds? 
 Big Idea #2: Risk v. Reward 

 Essential Question #1:  What is the difference 

between a money market mutual fund and a stock 
fund?  

 Essential Question #2: How do you compute 
percentage return based on the beginning and 

ending value of an investment?  
 Essential Question # 3:  How does volatility (risk) in 

an investment affect the reward potential? 
 Big Idea #3 : Diversification 

 Essential Question #1:  What is the concept of 
diversification in investing?  

 Essential Question #2: How can diversification 
reduce risk while maintaining return levels?  
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 Essential Question #3:  What factors do you 

compute risk (volatility) of individual investments vs. 
their entire portfolio?  

o Unit VI Title:  Getting old and staying wealthy 
 Big Idea #1:  Investing for your retirement 

 Essential Question #1: What are the tax codes offers 
incentives to save for retirement?  

 Essential Question #2:  How does the concept of a 
401K plan differ from company matching in a 

retirement plan?  

 Essential Question #3:  How can tax-advantaged 
retirement plans help reduce current taxes and make 

investments grow over time? 

 Big Idea #2: Buying a home 

 Essential Question #1: What are key percentages are 

used to determine how much housing expense a person 
can afford based on their gross income?  

 Essential Question #2: How other loan payments affect 

how large a mortgage they can get? 

 Essential question #3:  How does PMI and how it 
relates to down payments? 

 Big Idea #3: Insurance 

 Essential Question #1: What is a deductible and how 

does it relates to premiums?  

 Essential Question #2: How does medical insurance 
works and what is the relationship between co-pays and 

premiums? 

 Essential question #3:  How do premiums vary with 
coverage sought?  

 END OF COURSE EXAM 

o Completed by End of December/April 
 

Course Materials: 
 Google Chromebook 

o Paper, pens, pencils 

o Agenda book 
o Bell ringer sheet 

 
Textbook: Kimbrell and Dungan (2009). Personal Finance: A Lifetime 

Responsibility. New York: EMC Publishing. 
 

Course Expectations 
Class Rules: 
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1. Be punctual 

2. Be prepared for class 
3. Be respectful towards teachers / staff, class members, school 

property, etc. 
4. Be honest 

5. Be observant of all class, school, and district policies 
6. Be positive  

Procedures: 
1. Students will write and answer Bell ringer in computer Bell ringer 

document that they are given by the teacher – keep this in their class 
folder; write the essential questions and get materials ready the first 3 

minutes of class. 
2. Students will turn in work at the appropriate place and time. 

3. Students will request permission from the teacher and get their 
agenda signed to leave the classroom for any reason. 

4. Students will clean up after themselves as well as their group 

members. 
5. Students are responsible for getting their make-up work after an 

absence. 
Students are responsible for scheduling make-up tests and quizzes with the 

teacher. 
 

Grading:  
Unit Exams            50%  

Assessments (Including: Quizzes, Essays, Labs, and Projects)  30%  
Class work/Homework           20%  

 End of Course Exam is 20% of a student’s final grade.  
 

Grading Scale: 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student 

handbook or online at http://www.ccsd.us/schools/chs/Student_Handbook/ 

 
 

Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board adopted policy on 
assignments that are turned in late (to be reviewed in class). Information 

can be viewed on-line at http://www.ccsd.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook 
 Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will 

be expected to make up the work and be held accountable for learning 
all material they missed.  

 Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will 
have one (1) additional day for every day they missed, to make up 

their work for full credit (100%).  
 Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment 

for full credit, can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student 

http://www.ccsd.us/schools/chs/Student_Handbook/
http://www.ccsd.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
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who turns in work, up to 1 week late, must at least be given the 

opportunity to earn 75% on the assignment they turn in.  
 Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment 

for full credit can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student 
who turns in work up, to 2 weeks late, must at least be given the 

opportunity to earn 60% on the assignment they turn in.  
 The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late 

work from students for full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides 
to give the student an incomplete for the 9 weeks due to extenuating 

circumstances.  
 

CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this 

school year. Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this years’ 
tentative schedule is subject to change (at the teachers’ discretion).  

 

1st or 3rd 9 Weeks: 
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  

Unit I Title: Life Lessons 
Week 1-2: Managing time and health 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 2-3: Finding a Job and Budgeting 

 Formative Assessment   
 Unit I Summative Assessment  

Unit II Title: Purchasing the Essentials 
Week 3-4: Apartment/Car 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 4-6: How to purchase products 

 Formative Assessment  
 Unit II Summative Assessment  

Unit III Title: Getting your finances in order 

Week 7-8: Checking Account and Credit Cards 
 Formative Assessment  

Weeks 8-9: Fixing your credit 
 Formative Assessment  

 Unit III Summative Assessment  
2nd or 4th 9 Weeks:  

Unit IV Title: Your Future 
Week 1-2: Advancement  

 Formative Assessment  
Week 3-4: Online Baking and Taxes 

 Formative Assessment  
 Unit IV Summative Assessment 

Unit V Title: Investing 
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Week 5-6: Introduction 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 6-7: Risk vs. Reward/Diversification  

 Formative Assessment  
 Unit V Summative Assessment 

Unit VI Title: Staying Wealthy 
Week 8: Retirement 

Week 9: Home and Insurance  
 Unit VI Summative Assessment 

END OF COURSE EXAM  
 

Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  

One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. 
According to the Ohio Department of Education, “Performance Based 

Assessments (PBA) provides authentic ways for students to demonstrate and 

apply their understanding of the content and skills within the standards. The 
performance based assessments will provide formative and summative 

information to inform instructional decision-making and help students move 
forward on their trajectory of learning.” Some examples of Performance 

Based Assessments include but are not limited to portfolios, experiments, 
group projects, demonstrations, essays, and presentations. 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



9 

 

CHS Financial Foundations Course Syllabus 

 
After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your 

parent(s) or guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I 
can verify you understand what I expect out of each and every one of my 

students. 
 

Student Name (please print):   
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Student Signature:   
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):   

 
________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature:   
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Date:  

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 

 
 


