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CHS Class Piano Course Syllabus 

CHS Music Department 
 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email or visiting the 
school.  
Teacher: Mr. Thomas Watts 
Email Address: thomas.watts@ccsd.us  
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. #16312 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
Teacher Contact Websites/Social Media:   

 Google Classroom  
 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide 
tomorrow’s leaders with a high quality education by developing high expectations 
and positive personal relationships among students, staff, and community members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers students 
to learn, to lead, and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:  
Class Piano – 690 (semester) 
Course #120500  
Prerequisite: None     Grade: 9-12  
Graded Conventionally    Credit: 1  

This course is for students who wish to learn to play piano in a group setting.  
Little to no experience is required as the course starts with training in basic skills.  
Students should be able to play simple melodies with a left hand chorded 
accompaniment by the end of the first nine weeks of the course and continue their 
studies with intermediate level music on the piano by the end of the nine weeks.  
 
Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big Ideas 
of every Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be answered 
to better understand the Big Ideas. A student’s ability to grasp and answer the 
Essential Questions will define whether or not he or she adequately learns and can 
apply the skills found in Big Ideas.  This will ultimately define whether or not a 
student scores well on assessments given for this course. (Teacher Note: The 
Ainsworth Model suggests 1-3 Big Ideas for each Unit and 1-3 essential questions per 
Big Idea. Each Unit will vary.)  
 Class Piano: 1st or 3rd Quarter  

o Unit I Title: Fundamentals of Playing Piano 

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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 Big Idea #1:  I can play the at the piano in a way that is 
comfortable for the body and my hands.  

 Essential Question #1: What is the proper posture of the 
body when playing the piano? 

 Essential Question #2:  What is the proper hand position for 
playing piano? 

 Essential Question #3: Identify the correct numbering for 
each finger when playing the piano.  

 Big Idea #2:  I can understand and read basic notation on the 
music staff. 

 Essential Question #1: What are the fundamental parts of 
the music staff? 

 Essential Question #2: How can we read music using the 
music alphabet? 

 Essential Question #3: How does the musical alphabet apply 
to the specific keys of the piano? 

o Unit II Title: Performance Guidelines 
 Big Idea #1:  I can understand, read, and perform basic rhythms. 

 Essential Question #1: What are the basic values of rhythm? 

 Essential Question #2: What is the function of each number 
in a time signature? 

 Essential Question #3: How can we use beats to read 
rhythm?  

 Big Idea #2: I can effectively practice to correct performance 
mistakes. 

 Essential Question #1: What is the procedure for correcting 
performance errors?  

 Essential Question #2: How can we change our approach to 
new music to increase our understanding of it? 

o Unit III Title:  Chords  
 Big Idea #1:  I can identify and create chords. 

 Essential Question #1: What is a chord? 

 Essential Question #2: How can we use the chord alphabet 
to build chords? 

 Essential Question #3: How can we analyze chord symbols 
and Roman numeral labels to play chords? 

 Big Idea #2:  I can identify and play the “I” and “V” chords. 
 Essential Question #1: What is the relationship between 

tonic chords and dominant chords? 

 Essential Question #2: What is an effective hand position for 
playing I and V chords in any key? 
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 Class Piano: 2nd or 4th Quarter  
o Unit IV Title: Interpretation Markings 

 Big Idea #1: I can understand and perform different tempos. 
 Essential Question #1: How can we use a metronome to 

interpret tempo markings? 
 Essential Question #2: How can tempo be changed during a 

song? 

 Big Idea #2:  I can analyze and apply dynamics and articulations 
in performance. 

 Essential Question #1: What are the various dynamic 
markings found in music?  

 Essential Question #2: What are the basic articulations in 
music? 

 Essential Question #3: How can we change our performance 
technique to match the given dynamic and articulation in 
music? 

o Unit V Title: Rhythmic Subdivision 
 Big Idea #1:  I can read and perform music with smaller rhythmic 

values and subdivision. 
 Essential Question #1: How can we divide rhythmic figures 

to create new ones? 
 Essential Question #2: What is syncopation in music? 

 Big Idea #2:  I can read and perform rhythms involving dots. 
 Essential Question #1: How does a dot affect a rhythmic 

value? 
 Essential Question #2: In performance, how can we count 

rhythmic values when a dot is present? 
o Unit VI Title: Popular Music  

 Big Idea #1: I can analyze and create Four-Chord Structures. 
 Essential Question #1: How are four-chord structures used 

in modern genres of music? 
 Essential Question #2: How can we use the left hand to play 

four-chord structures?  
 Big Idea #2:  I can analyze and perform Pop Music on the piano. 

 Essential Question #1: How can we break down and practice 
performing a pop song with piano? 

 Essential Question #2: What are the different sections of 
song form used in modern music? 

 END OF COURSE EXAM 
 
Course Materials: 
Google Chromebook:  Google Classroom for Class Piano 
Textbook: Piano Pronto Method Books 
Electronic Resources: 
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 https://classroom.google.com     
 https://www.noteflight.com/login    
 https://www.musictheory.net/   

 
Course Expectations:   
Students are expected to bring their Chromebooks and a pencil to each lesson.  
Students are also expected to spend time practicing skills covered in the lesson each 
day unless instructed otherwise.  Through music theory assignments and piano 
practice, students will learn fundamentals of music while also learning how to apply 
these fundamentals in performance.  
 
Grading:  
Unit Exams          50%  
Assessments (Including: Quizzes, Essays, Labs, and Projects)   30%  
Class work/Homework        20%  

 End of Course Exam is 20% of a student’s final grade.  
 
Grading Scale: 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student handbook 
or online at http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook 
 
Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board adopted policy on assignments 
that are turned in late (to be reviewed in class). 

 Regardless of the absence type (excused or unexcused) students will be 
expected to make up the work and be held accountable for learning all 
material they missed.  

 Any student who is absent from school (excused or unexcused) will have one 
(1) additional day for every day they missed, to make up their work for full 
credit (100%).  

 Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full 
credit, can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in 
work, up to 1 week late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 75% 
on the assignment they turn in.  

 Any student who exceeds the allotted time to turn in an assignment for full 
credit can still turn in late work for partial credit. Any student who turns in 
work up, to 2 weeks late, must at least be given the opportunity to earn 60% 
on the assignment they turn in.  

 The end of the 9 weeks is the cut off point for teachers to accept late work 
from students for full or partial credit, unless the teacher decides to give the 
student an incomplete for the 9 weeks due to extenuating circumstances.  

 
CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school year. 
Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this years’ tentative schedule is 
subject to change (at the teachers’ discretion).  

https://classroom.google.com/
https://www.noteflight.com/login
https://www.musictheory.net/
http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
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Class Piano: 1st or 3rd 9 Weeks:  
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  
Unit I Title: Fundamentals of Playing Piano 
Week 1:  

 Song Packet #1 (Individual Exam) 
 Notebusters Packet #1 

Week 2:  
 Song Packet #2 (Individual Exam)  
 Notebusters Packet #2 

Week 3:   
 Unit I Summative Assessment  

Unit II Title: Performance Guides 
Week 3:  

 Song Packet #3 (Individual Exam) 
 Rhythm Workshop Packet #1 

Week 4:  
 Song Packet #4 (Individual Exam)  
 Rhythm Workshop Packet #2 

Weeks 5-6:  
 Unit II Summative Assessment 
 Performance Project  

Unit III Title: Chords 
Week 7:  

 Song Packet #5 (Individual Exam)  
 Circle of Fifths Packet  

Weeks 7-8:  
 Song Packet #6 (Individual Exam)  
 Chordal Packet #1 

Weeks 8-9:  
 Unit III Summative Assessment  

Class Piano: 2nd or 4th 9 Weeks:  
Unit IV Title: Interpretation Markings 
Week 1:  

 Performance Project 
Week 1-2:  

 Song Packet #7 (Individual Exam)  
Week 2-3:  

 Song Packet #8 (Individual Exam)   
Week 4 

 Unit IV Summative Assessment 
Unit V Title: Rhythmic Subdivision 
Week 4:  

 Song Packet #9 (Individual Exam)  
 Rhythm Workshop #3  
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Week 5:  
 Song Packet #10 (Individual Exam)  
 Rhythm Workshop #4 

Week 6: 
 Unit V Summative Assessment 

Unit VI Title: Popular Music 
Week 7:  

 Song Packet #11 (Individual Exam)  
 Song Discussion: TBD 

Week 8:  
 Song Discussion: TBD 
 Performance Project 

Week 9:  
 Unit VI Summative Assessment 

END OF COURSE EXAM  
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. According to the 
Ohio Department of Education, “Performance Based Assessments (PBA) provides 
authentic ways for students to demonstrate and apply their understanding of the 
content and skills within the standards. The performance based assessments will 
provide formative and summative information to inform instructional decision-
making and help students move forward on their trajectory of learning.” Some 
examples of Performance Based Assessments include but are not limited to 
portfolios, experiments, group projects, demonstrations, essays, and presentations. 
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CHS Class Piano Course Syllabus 
 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your parent(s) or 
guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can verify you 
understand what I expect out of each and every one of my students. 
 
Student Name (please print):  ______________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  _______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:  _______________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________________________________________________________ 


