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Dear Students, 
 
Congratulations on your decision to be a part of the Chillicothe High School 
Marching Cavaliers! Chillicothe’s band program has a reputation of being 
respectable, passionate, and driven. Since you have chosen to join this 
organization, you are now a part of this tradition and you are a new face for 
Chillicothe High School in your community! I welcome you on this journey 
that we will all take together as a band and I guarantee it will make a great 
impact on your life.  
 
As you will learn, being a part of an organization like marching band means 
something so much larger than you as an individual. Being a part of 
marching band means being a part of a team working together for a greater 
purpose. During this journey, you will grow as a musician, find ways to 
problem solve, push yourself to the limits, and overall become a deeper, 
more rounded individual. I encourage you to always seek the deeper 
meanings of things and to always push yourself to be the absolute best you 
can be.  
 
This season we will focus on everything we learned last year and build upon 
our skills to become the best band we can be. We had a taste of competitive 
marching band and I am confident that this year we can be even better then 
we were! During this season, you will find times where you will be stressed, 
exhausted, probably fight with some of your best friends, and just want the 
season to be over. At times like those, remember to take deep breaths, keep 
your head up and stay positive! We are all in this together and it will be so 
rewarding in the end. Besides, it will all be over before you know it and 
you’ll be wishing you could do it all over again! 
 
I am beyond excited to see where this new year takes us. If you stay focused 
and driven, I have complete faith that we will be successful. You define 
what your own success is- now let’s get out there and do it! 
 
 
Michelle Carpenter 
Director of Bands 
 
 
 

3 
 



Band Students and Parents, 
 

It is an honor and privilege to serve the students, staff, parents, and community of 
Chillicothe as Principal of Chillicothe High School (CHS).  My father (Wesley H. Fisher) 
was the Principal of the Pioneer Center for over thirty years, and he once said, “Parents 
send you their two most precious commodities:  their children and tax dollars.  They 
have a right to expect excellence from us as educators.  We must strive to achieve 
excellence for not just them but our entire community.  It’s our job.”  I carry this quote 
and belief with me every day, and I assure you we will expect excellence from our staff 
and students at CHS every single day. You have my word that we will always work hard 
and do what is right for the students of CHS.  These students represent the future of our 
community and we know that in order for our students to leave CHS ready to be 
productive community members a first class education is of the utmost importance.   

Our building’s success comes from a combination of a caring staff and student 
body, as well as parental support from the community.  For us to be successful it will take 
contributions from all three of these parties.  I view our job as educators to be simple and 
clear cut:  perform our duties with the best interests of our students at heart and strive for 
excellence.  If we as educators do this we will achieve excellence as a school.  I thank 
you in advance for the time commitment you will make towards your son or daughters 
music education.  Your sacrifices do not go unnoticed and are highly valued as an 
important part of your students’ music education. 

Every child deserves a high quality rigorous education that prepares them to enter 
the university of their choice or the work force regardless of their demographic or zip 
code.  High expectations are required to achieve this!  I do not subscribe to the notion that 
by setting high expectations we set ourselves and our students up for failure. 
Expectations drive us.  Without them at best we achieve mediocrity and at worst failure. 
Les Brown once said “Life takes on meaning when you become motivated, set goals and 
charge after them in an unstoppable manner. Shoot for the moon.  Even if you miss it you 
will land among the stars.”  I subscribe to the notion that DEMANDS high expectations 
because it is only through those high expectations that excellence can be achieved.  

You will not find a more rigorous, demanding, diverse, well-organized curriculum 
in all of Southern Ohio.  I can make that statement without reservations because I believe 
it to be the truth and expect nothing less. CHS is an outstanding academic institution.   

At CHS we believe in the motto “Once a Cavalier, Always a Cavalier.”   As 
Band Members or Band Parents you are part of the Cavalier spirit and tradition and I 
know you will represent us with class, dignity, and pride at all times.  

In closing, use this handbook to guide your efforts this school year and throughout 
your time in the Cavalier Band Program.  Please know that as long as you are acting in a 
professional manner and in the best interests of your program, your director, and your 
school at all times you will be supported by the administration of CHS. 
 
GO CAVS!  
 
Jeffrey R. Fisher 
CHS Principal 
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PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 
 

Your successful contribution to the program is focused around one core value: 

RESPECT. There are four ways in which respect is shown and given: 

● Respect for Self: Recognize that you are worth your best efforts, and that 

you owe yourself nothing less. Your work, focus, and attitude during 

rehearsals are a reflection of your commitment to doing your best at all 

times. 

● Respect for Others: Respect the effort and time that your peers are 

investing in the ensemble (and, thus, YOU) by giving them your best 

behavior and efforts. Be seated with all necessary materials (music, 

instrument, pencil) within three minutes of the tardy bell. Electronic 

devices should be turned off and put away. Raise your hand to be called on. 

Lost music and method books will be replaced at current replacement costs. 

● Respect for Environment: Leave everywhere you go better than you 

found it. Chairs and stands are to be put away immediately after every 

rehearsal and performance. Trash is to be cleared. Food, drink, candy and 

gum are not allowed in any rehearsal space –  no exceptions! 

● Respect for Music: Every music practice, rehearsal, and performance is 

precious. The sound dissipates into silence, and with it goes any 

opportunity to experience that moment in the exact same way. You have 

been given a gift to create art, a gift a relative few are entrusted with. Be 

engaged, and experience the moment fully by performing with the best 

sound, nuance, and artistic commitment that can result in a transcendent 

experience. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this handbook is to inform all students and parents of the 
responsibilities, expectations and policies of all marching band members 
during the marching band season. This handbook should be read thoroughly 
and referenced in the event that any questions or concerns may arise. 
Information found within this handbook ensures that each and every member 
of the band is equipped with the tools necessary for success. In order to 
obtain this success, policies in this handbook will be enforced.  
 
This handbook is organized with five characteristics that contribute to being 
a successful member of the Chillicothe Marching Cavaliers. In order for the 
band to be its best, each member should strive to be the best in each 
category. 
 

I. Be Informed 
II. Be Respectful 
III. Be Punctual 
IV. Be Prepared 
V. Be Motivated 

 
GOALS 

As we grow and develop over the course of this year, we will continuously 
set short term and long term goals. It will constantly be our objective to 
reach these goals as much as possible. With that being said, all of these goals 
within the program are serving a greater purpose- to prepare for our lives 
after high school. By the end of your experience in the band program, you 
will be able to: 

1. Understand fundamental music concepts which provide a foundation 
for musical skills and learning. 

2. Apply musical skills to continue learning as individual, not only in 
music but in other areas of your life. 

3. Contribute to the overall success of a group through active 
participation and your best efforts. 

4. Appreciate the qualities of marching band as a performer and listener, 
and communicate its importance to others.  

5. Achieve a Superior Rating (I) in adjudicated performances 
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INFORMATION 
 

This section contains important information regarding the Marching 
Cavaliers. Students should be informed on all of this information as it 
directly applies to their involvement with marching band. Any questions or 
concerns can be discussed directly with a director.  

 
ENROLLMENT 

 
To become an active member of the Marching Cavaliers, students must be 
enrolled in “Marching Band” as a class as well as “Concert Band” (Color 
Guard excluded). Students will not only receive ¼ credit for their enrollment 
in marching band, but they will also receive a letter grade which can 
potentially improve their GPA. Members that have completed 2 full seasons 
on marching band will be eligible to fulfill their gym requirement (form 
completed through guidance). 
 
Marching band season begins with pre-camp rehearsals in mid-July and 
extends through the Last Blast Indoor Concert in November. Students are 
expected to be present at all marching band affiliated events during this time, 
including but not limited to all rehearsals, sectionals, meetings, football 
games, parades, competitions and other scheduled performances.  
 

GRADING POLICY 
 

Marching Band at Chillicothe High School is considered to be a 
co-curricular activity. Even though all rehearsals and performances will take 
place outside of school, students will still receive a grade and credit. 
Students will be graded on attendance, performance, effort, and 
preparedness. Individual experience and improvement will also be taken into 
consideration. In the event that a student “drops” marching band or quits 
during the season, the student will be removed from the marching band and 
receive an “F” for that class. In unusual situations, grades can be determined 
on a case by case basis. Aside from the marching season, all students will 
also be enrolled in Concert Band that will take place during the school day. 

7 
 



Outside of these two activities, students may also choose to be involved in 
other ensembles, such as Jazz Band and Pep Band.  
 
Since students receive a grade for marching band, the grading scale must 
align with courses offered at Chillicothe High School. The break-down of 
the grading policy and how it applies to marching band is as follows: 
 
“Unit Exams” 50%  

● Attendance at performances (football games, competitions, parades, 
etc.) 

“Assessments” 30%  
● Music check-offs 
● Uniform Inspection 

“Classwork/Homework” 20%  
● Students should practice daily to prepare for rehearsals, concerts, and 

playing tests. 
● Students should have all class materials, be in their positions on time, 

and actively participate in rehearsals. 
 
Students will be held accountable for their attendance at rehearsals and 
performances. Unexcused absences will affect their grade. Grades will also 
be affected by uniform infractions. Each uniform infraction will lower that 
student’s assessment grade by a half letter grade (A+ to an A). Excessive 
uniform infractions may result in loss of privileges including but not limited 
to 3rd quarter access, performing, etc. Lastly, students will be held 
accountable for the memorization of their music. Students must have all 
music checked off by the end of the 1st Nine Weeks (October 19th). In order 
to check-off their music, students must play their music for a director and 
receive a passing score of 90% or higher. Although the deadline for music 
check-offs and grades is October 19th, students should do their best to 
memorize their music as soon as possible.  Check-offs will begin during 
band camp.  
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COSTS OF PARTICIPATION 
 

Participation in the Marching Cavaliers requires the following expenses 
(*Color Guard Exempt): 
 

● Band Fee: $65 
● Uniform Rental Fee*: $50 
● Dry Cleaning*: $30 (Covers two cleanings) 

 
Individual expenses include items that vary per student and are purchased 
when necessary. Generally, these items are purchased once, but some items 
will need to be purchased each season.  
 

● Band Polo: $27-34 (dependent on size) 
● Band Shorts: $15-24 (dependent on size) 
● Band Shoes: $30 

o Color Guard shoes: $29 
● Gloves*: $4 per pair (Percussion exempt, suggested two pairs per 

season) 
o Color Guard gloves: $15 

 
Color Guard may have additional items to purchase including but not 
limited to a color guard uniform, a special character uniform/boots, etc.  
 
Forms of payment include cash, checks or card. All checks can be made 
payable to “Chillicothe Band Boosters”. Payments can be made upon 
registration. Payment plan options can be set up on a case-by-case basis 
with the Band Boosters.  
 

PAY TO PARTICIPATE 
Along with the expenses listed above, the athletic department also requires a 
“pay-to-participate” fee for all athletes and various activities. This fee is 
used to cover fuel costs for the season- specifically for away football games 
and competitions. The “pay-to-participate” fee is $25. Checks can be 
made payable to “Chillicothe High School Athletics”. All payments 
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must be given directly to the Athletic Office prior to the first football 
game or the student may not perform that evening.  

 
COMMUNICATION 

 
It is the responsibility of each band member to be informed at all times. 
Along with listening to announcements during rehearsals and 
communicating with student leaders, students can also access various media 
to stay updated on information.  
 

1. RemindApp 
RemindApp is a quick, efficient way to send brief information and 
updates to all students. This is especially useful for change in plans, 
updates, and reminders. Students will receive information in the form 
of a text message. Students do not need a smartphone for the 
RemindApp to work. Students can access the RemindApp in two 
ways: 

● Text “@k8bk8” to “81010” OR 
● https://www.remind.com/join/k8bk8  

 
2. Facebook 

The Chillicothe Band Boosters have a closed group on Facebook, 
meaning only members of the group can see information posted. 
Members of this group include both students and parents as well as 
staff of CHS. This page is used for announcements from the directors 
and band boosters, as well as a way for members in the group to 
communicate. In order to join the group: 

● Log-in to Facebook 
● Search “CHS Band Boosters” 
● Ask to join the group, wait for approval 

 
3. CHS Band Booster Website 

The Chillicothe Band Boosters now officially have a website. Visit the 
website to learn about upcoming events, donate to the band boosters, 
contact the officers/directors, and more! www.cavsbandboosters.org  
 

4. Band Booster Meetings 
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Band Booster meetings are open to all parents and students. They are 
a great way to stay informed on upcoming events in the band program 
and even more ways to get involved. Meetings take place on the first 
Thursday of every month at 7pm in the Band Room.  

 
RESPECT 

 
This section of the handbook specifically outlines appropriate behavior for 
all marching band students. In order to be the best possible student in 
marching band, students must follow these behavior guidelines, both on and 
on the field. As a result, not only will they become better musicians and 
band members, but better people in the community.  

 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
Marching Band is a co-curricular activity directly affiliated with Chillicothe 
High School. As a result, students will be not only be representing their band 
program, but their high school and community at all times. This means that 
students must follow the guidelines set by Chillicothe High School’s Code 
of Conduct, both inside and outside of marching band. Below are specific 
guidelines set forth by the Code of Conduct as they apply directly to 
marching band. This is not a complete list of infractions outlined in the Code 
of Conduct. Please note that if any of these infractions occur, disciplinary 
action will be taken by the directors and/or the high school administration. 
For more information on the Code of Conduct, access the Student Handbook 
for Chillicothe High School, found on www.ccsd.us.  
 

1. Fighting/Violence  
2. Vandalism/Damage to School or Personal Property  
3. Theft 
4. Use, Possession, Sale or Distribution of a Firearm  
5. Use, Possession, Sale or Distribution of Tobacco Products  
6. Use, Possession, Sale or Distribution of Intoxicating Alcoholic 

Beverages Electronic Device Violations  
7. Disobedient/Disruptive Behavior  
8.  Frightening, Intimidating, or Bullying Acts  
9.  Hazing  
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10.  Sexual Harassment/Conduct  
11.  Public Display of Affection  
12.Use of Profane, Vulgar, or Abusive Language or Gestures 

 
BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 

 
Along with the Code of Conduct, students are also expected to follow 
specific guidelines for marching band events.  

 
1. Rehearsal Expectations 

● Students are expected to be on time for all rehearsals with the 
appropriate materials and attire. This may require students to 
arrive early. 

● Students are expected to come to rehearsals ready to work, with 
all music practiced and prepared and drills reviewed.  

● Students will be expected to stay in physical shape for marching 
band by running one lap around the marching band field prior 
to summer rehearsals. This lap will be taken together as a band 
prior to stretching and fundamentals. If a student is unable to 
run one lap, a doctor’s note must be presented. The student 
will perform an alternate physical activity to take the place 
of the lap (push-ups, crunches, sit-ups, jumping jacks, etc.) 
Students may also be assigned laps or push-ups as 
consequences for being unprepared or unfocused at rehearsals. 
Laps are to help students stay in shape for physical activity 
and they are accepted as part of the gym credit students 
receive for marching band.  

● Gum/Candy is not permitted during rehearsals, not only for 
student safety, but for instrument safety. Drinks are permitted- 
water or athletic drinks only (Gatorade, Powerade). No soda, 
coffee, energy drinks, etc.  

● No electronic devices are permitted during rehearsals unless 
approved by the director. Students will be allowed to access 
electronics before, after, or during breaks. This is including but 
not limiting to cell phones, iPods, gaming devices, iPads, 
tablets, etc. Students will be permitted to use metronomes 
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and tuning devices. If these are on phones or tablets, they 
must be approved by the directors.  

● Students are expected to respect all authority, especially from 
directors and staff, but also from all student leaders. In the 
event there is an issue with student leadership, it will be 
handled immediately with the directors.  

2. Football Games 
● Students will report to Game-Day rehearsals with all needed 

materials for the rehearsal and performance (as specified by the 
directors). Students will have uniform checks by their student 
leaders prior to leaving for the game. Uniform infractions will 
result in lowering of the student’s grade. 

● Students will be assigned “seats” in the stands to stand with 
their sections. This will be known as the stand set and will be 
used at every home game. A custom stand set will be made 
before each away game depending on stadium stand space.  

● Band members must be alert and ready to play at all times. Due 
to this reason, non-band members will not be permitted to sit in 
the stands with the band. Students will also stand during the 
entire game to promote school spirit and to be prepared to 
play.  

● Students will only be permitted to play when the entire band 
plays. No Solos! 

● Students will have third quarter free to eat, use the restrooms, 
sit, visit non-band members, and interact with the other band. 
Students will be expected to be back in the stands ready to play 
by 2 minutes prior to the 4th quarter. 

● There is to be no PDA while in uniform. Hugs with family 
members will be accepted.  

● Do not leave instruments unattended in an unsafe location. 
Students are responsible for any and all damages done to 
instruments left unattended.  

● Always promote school spirit in the stands, win or lose. 
Students are expected to remain classy during tough situations.  

 
3. Competitions 

● Students will report to Competition-Day rehearsals with all 
needed materials for the rehearsal and performance (as 
specified by the directors). Students will have uniform checks 
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by their student leaders prior to leaving for the competition. 
Uniform infractions will result in lowering of the student’s 
grade. 

● Students are expected to be focused upon arrival at the 
competition location. Students will be permitted to relax, 
however no horseplay will be permitted. 

● There is to be no playing on instruments upon arrival to the 
competition location. The only playing will take place in the 
designated warm-up area or on the competition field. If there is 
any playing, the band will be disqualified. Percussionists will 
be permitted to practice on practice drum pads only.  

● There is to be no PDA while in uniform. Hugs with family 
members will be accepted.  

● At the conclusion of the competition, the band will remain for 
the entire awards ceremony. During this time, students may be 
permitted to eat at the concession stands. Students will remain 
in full uniform as specified by the directors.  

 
4. Bus Trips 

● Students will be assigned to a bus for the duration of the season. 
While on the bus, students must obey the directors, chaperones, 
and bus driver at all times.  

● Students will be expected to pick up all trash at the conclusion 
of the trip.  

● Students are expected to remain seated while the bus is moving, 
keep hands and feet inside at all times, and remain silent at 
railroad crossings.  

● Students are not allowed to board or load equipment unless 
specified by the directors. Students will remain on the bus until 
specified by the directors to unload.  

● When necessary, students of different genders will be asked to 
sit on opposite sides of the bus. Regardless, no PDA will be 
accepted on the bus.  

● Students must travel with the band to any away event. Students 
may be permitted to ride home with parents, provided they have 
signed the necessary bus form before leaving. Students are still 
responsible for the proper storage of uniforms, instruments, and 
equipment. If needed, they must organize proper arrangements 
prior to leaving the premises.  
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CHAIN OF COMMAND 
 

With a program as comprehensive as the one offered in Chillicothe City 
Schools, it is important to have clear lines of communication. The following 
Chain of Command establishes a clear route and policy with regards to 
respect, authority, and information within the ensemble. 
 

Marching Band 
Directors 

(Instructional Staff) 
Field Commander 
Student Leaders 

Musicians/Color Guard 
 

When you have questions, concerns, or conflicts, you should address the 
next person up in the chain of command. If this person is unable to help you, 
only then should you move up to the next level of command. While the 
Directors are always available to help and assist, following the Chain of 
Command will help events run more smoothly. The main purpose of the 
chain of command is to promote problem solving within the ensemble.  
 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
The Chain of Command is a necessary structure that will help us 

provide clear expectations, and operate more smoothly. Over the course of 
the year, there will be moments where disagreements arise. It is important to 
remember that we are all on the same team and working towards the same 
goal. If you have a concern, the following guideline will help find the best 
solution for all parties: 

● Seek FIRST to understand; THEN to be understood. 
● Speak directly to the parties involved. Gossip destroys trust and 

undermines progress towards a positive result. 
● Present things from your perspective (“I feel like _____ when 

______”) rather than blaming (“YOU are a jerk!”). 
● Use respectful language that is free of emotion. 
● If you can’t resolve the dispute, seek assistance from the next level up 

the Chain of Command. 
USE OF BAND FACILITIES 
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Students are encouraged to utilize the band facilities to practice their 
instruments whenever a director is present. The band facilities must remain 
clean and orderly and students must be considerate of others using the 
facilities for practice or rehearsals.  
 

MARCHING BAND FIELD 
The marching band field is located directly behind the school on Yoctangee 
Park property. This park is used for many community events as well, 
including recreational use, community sports, etc. Band members are 
expected to treat this space with respect and keep it clean at all times. 
Outside of marching band rehearsals, students are permitted to use the field 
for recreational use, however students must follow park rules during this 
time.  

INSTRUMENT STORAGE LOCKERS 
Students will be assigned a locker for the year with a combination lock. 
These lockers are only to be used to store instruments, music and other 
required materials. During marching band season, students will be permitted 
to store changes of clothes/shoes in the lockers, but this must be moved at 
the conclusion of the marching season. No food or drink is permitted in 
the lockers. Students who do not turn in their lock at the end of the year will 
be assessed a $20 fee for the replacement of the lock. The district, directors, 
or administration are not responsible for any damages that may result from 
loss, theft, or damage of student property while in the lockers. The directors 
may perform random locker searches throughout the season. Students 
that are not using the storage lockers appropriately will receive 
consequences as decided by the directors.  
 

SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENTS 
Students using school owned instruments will be required to fill out an 
Instrument Use Form. Instruments must be properly maintained and any 
necessary repairs must be reported to the director ASAP. Deliberate damage 
to school owned instruments will not be tolerated and will result in 
disciplinary actions from the directors and possibly even the school. If a 
school-owned instrument is damaged due to student negligence, the student 
will be responsible for the repair costs. Normal maintenance will be handled 
by the directors.  

PUNCTUALITY 
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This section of the handbook emphasizes the importance of being on time to 
all marching band events. It also explains certain disciplinary actions that 
will be taken if students do not follow these guidelines. As students develop 
good habits of arriving early, these habits will transfer to other areas of their 
lives, including other classes, work places, careers, etc.  
 

ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICIES 
 

Students are expected to be at all rehearsals and performances for the 
duration of the marching band season. All absences and tardies must be 
reported to the directors in advance. The only excusable absences are 
pre-arranged absences that would be approved by the school for regular 
attendance records (illness, death in the family, religious holidays). 
Unexcused absences include work conflicts, scheduled appointments, 
driver’s education, etc. Exceptions may be made on a case by case basis. 

● Directors must be notified as soon as possible before an absence. In 
standard circumstances, the directors must be notified at least two 
weeks prior to the event. Conflict within two weeks will not be 
guaranteed excused.  

● For any illness related absences, a parent/guardian or doctor’s note 
must be presented to be considered excused.  

● Although cleared from the school’s office for absence from school, 
students and parents must also clear the student’s absence from 
marching band as well. This can be done via phone (740) 702-2287 
ext. 16313 or email (michelle.carpenter@ccsd.us).  

● Excessive tardiness and absences from marching band events will 
affect the student’s participation in marching band and may result in 
grade reduction, suspension from future performances, removal from 
leadership position, or dismissal from performing group.  

● An unexcused absence from a performance will result in the lowering 
of the student’s letter grade by one full letter. Unexcused absences 
from rehearsals will also result in the lowering of the student’s grade. 

● Unexcused tardies to marching band will result in the student running 
one lap (or approved equivalent physical activity) upon arrival or at 
the end of practice. 

STUDENT LED SECTIONALS 
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On occasion, sections will organize additional practices to work on marching 
band related items including music, marching, decorating, section bonding, 
etc. All students within that section should make their best efforts to attend. 
These extra practices must be communicated by the student leaders at least 
one week in advance. If a student misses a sectional, it is the responsibility 
of the student leader to inform that student of any necessary information. 
Though students will not be penalized for missing sectionals, the director 
will be notified of recurring absences. These sectionals are for the benefit of 
the section and band and it is in the best interest of all students to attend.  

 
ACADEMIC INTERVENTION 

High achievement is expected from all band members not only in band, but 
in other classes as well. Students who receive  a grade of a D or F on an 
interim report card or a grade card must notify the director immediately so 
that scheduling accommodations can be made to improve the grade. Failing 
grades may result in removal from performances or even dismissal from 
marching band.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Below is a general list of schedules events through the marching season. 
This calendar is not final and is subject to change. Students can stay up to 
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date with changes via rehearsal, RemindApp, and the CHS Band Booster 
Facebook group.  Regular rehearsals during the marching band season 
will take place Tuesdays-Thursdays, 3-5pm. On Fridays, there will be a 
rehearsal prior to the football game at a time specified by the director. 
Before competitions on Saturdays, there will be a rehearsal prior to 
departure at a time specified by the director. Required performances are in 
bold. 
July 
12 Student Leader Meeting 
13-14 Rookie Days 
17-21 Pre-Camp 
23 Band Car Wash #1 
24-28 Band Camp 
27 Bookworm Parade 
28 Band Camp Performance 
  
August 
31-4 Post Camp 
*Fall Sports Picture Day 
9 Ross County Fair 
*10 Fall Meet the Team 
12 Band Car Wash #2 
15 Rehearsals begin 3-5pm 
Tuesdays-Thursdays 
*Band Car Wash #3/Bake Sale 
18 Futbol Friday Night 
25 CHS @ Teays Valley 
  
September 
1 CHS vs Licking Heights 
1 Marching Band Elementary Tour 
8 CHS vs Marion Franklin HS 

8 Battle of the Bands Parade 
15 CHS vs Bishop Hartley 
16 Competition #1- Logan Elm, 4pm 
22 CHS vs Logan- 8th Grade Night 
23 Competition #2-Portsmouth West, 
5pm 
29 CHS vs Hillsboro- Homecoming 
  
October 
1 Ross County Marching Festival 
6 CHS vs McClain- Senior Night 
13 CHS @ Miami Trace 
14 Competition #3- Athens HS, 10am 
18 Pumpkin Show Parade 
20 CHS @ Washington  
21 OU Band Day 
27 CHS @ Jackson 
28 Halloween Parade 
*28/29 State Marching Band Finals 
  
November 
*4 Football Playoff Game 
9 Last Blast Indoor Concert, 7pm 
*Marching Band Banquet 
*Denotes tentative events. Subject to 
change.  

PREPARATION 
 

In order to be successful, all marching band members must be prepared for 
all rehearsals, football games, competitions, parades and other performances. 
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By being prepared, students will not only be more focused and ready to 
learn, but they will have all of the necessary tools for success. By being 
prepared for marching band, students will learn how to be prepared for other 
classes and other areas of life.  

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 

 
Students are expected to arrive to all marching band events with the 
necessary materials. 

● 1” 3-ring binder with sleeve protectors (Name on Binder) 
● Instrument/Equipment 
● Music 
● Drill Charts 
● Athletic Clothing (shirts, shorts, tennis shoes) 
● Water 
● Pencil 
● Sunscreen, sunglasses, hat (optional) 

 
Aside from these materials, each instrument or section also needs necessary 
materials in order for the instrument to continue working properly. It is 
suggested that these be at all rehearsals or stored in the instrument storage 
lockers, but it is not required. These materials are recommended to extend 
the life of the instruments and promote proper instrument care.  
 
Woodwinds 

● At least 5 working reeds in rotation (Vandoren, Mitchell Lurie, Rico 
Royal, or Rico Reserve) with Reed Guard/cases 

● Silk Swab 
● Cork grease 
● Cigarette Paper (for soaking water under pads- can be purchased at 

gas stations) 
● Small screwdriver set (optional) 

 
Brass 

● Valve Oil and/or tuning slide cream 
● Slide-O-Mix (Trombones only) 
● Polishing Cloth 
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Percussion 
● Vic Firth SD1 General drumsticks (Marching Band Snares) 
● Vic Firth MTS1 Tenor Sticks (Marching Band Tenors) 
● White/Blue stick tape 

 
Color Guard 

● All necessary equipment (flags, rifles, etc.) 
● Guard gloves 

 
 

MUSIC PREPARATION 
 

To the best of one’s ability, music should be prepared prior to coming to 
rehearsal. All members will be required to demonstrate proficiency on parts 
prior to performances. Students will perform check-offs for a director at 
designated times and/or when necessary. Officially, students must have all 
music checked off by October 19th. Failure to prepare music properly may 
result in punishment by laps, extra sectionals, grade deductions, or removal 
from an upcoming performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNIFORMS 

 
One of the most respectable qualities of great marching bands is their use of 
uniformity. Being “in uniform” and wearing the uniform well not only 
shows respect for the band program but even for the school and community. 
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Each time band members put on their uniform, they are representing 
themselves, band, school, and community in the best way possible. When 
participating in any uniformed band event, the uniform must be worn 
properly and completely at all times (unless otherwise noted).  
 

SUMMER UNIFORM 
The summer uniform is purchased through the Band Boosters and worn 
during the summer performances, some parades, and potentially the first 
football game. The polo will be worn by students throughout the school year 
at various performances or events. The summer uniform consists of: 

● Blue Marching Band Polo (purchased through the Band Boosters) 
● Black Mesh Marching Band Shorts (purchases through the Band 

Boosters) 
● Tennis Shoes 
● White Socks  
● Ladies- No make-up or jewelry. Hair must be pulled back but does not 

need to be a uniformed bun. Gentlemen will not be required to be 
shaved while in summer uniform.  

Failure to wear the complete summer uniform may result in a uniform strike 
for that performance and/or removal from performance.  
 

FULL UNIFORM 
The full uniform is the uniform worn for the remainder of the marching band 
season. Students will be fitted for the full uniform during the summer by the 
Band Boosters. Alterations will be made when necessary. While most of the 
full uniform is rented to students for the season, students will also need to 
purchase necessary items to complete the full uniform. The full uniform 
consists of: 

● Uniform Jacket w/gauntlets 
● Uniform Pants 
● Cavalier Hat and Plume 
● Black Marching Band Shoes (purchased through the Band Boosters) 
● Black Socks (calf length, student purchased) 
● Black Gloves (purchased through the Band Boosters) 
● Black T-Shirt (student purchased, worn under uniform jacket) 
● Black Mesh Marching Band Shorts (same as summer uniform, worn 

under uniform pants) 
 

WEARING THE UNIFORM 
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Each time the full uniform is worn, certain preparations are necessary. 
Students must follow these guidelines to avoid strikes during uniform 
inspections. 

● No facial hair, make-up (including nail polish), or jewelry is 
permitted. Piercings that cannot be removed must be covered. 

● Ladies (and Gentlemen with long hair): Hair must be secured into a 
low bun that will remain outside of the hat. All hair must be secured 
with bobby pins, hairspray, gel, etc. to ensure that the hair remains 
neat even when the hat is removed. Hair will remain in a bun while 
the student is in uniform. If the hair is too short to be pulled back, it 
must be short enough to still remain off the collar. Failure to comply 
will result in a uniform strike for that performance. Exceptions may be 
made by a case-by-case basis. Hair must be of a natural hair color. 
Color Guard members will have a designated hairstyle to wear for 
every performance. Failure to comply will result in a uniform strike 
for that performance.  

● Uniform pants must be ironed prior to every performance (folded at 
inseams and ironed to form a nice crease down the center of the leg). 
No wrinkles. 

● Shoes must be wiped clean. 
● Black thermal wear/under armor is permitted in colder temperatures. 

 
UNIFORM INSPECTIONS 

Prior to each performance, students will undergo a “uniform inspection” by 
their Student Leaders. Students with any uniform infraction will receive 1 
“strike” for that performance. If a student acquires 2 strikes, that student’s 
grade will be lowered. Strikes beyond 3 will be handled by the directors and 
may result in removal from performance. At the conclusion of each 
performance, students are expected to hang up their uniform neatly to ensure 
the uniform stays in proper condition. Pants must be folded at the inseams 
and placed neatly on a hanger. Jackets will be hung on the hanger over the 
pants and both parts will be placed neatly in the garment bag.  

 
REHEARSAL ATTIRE 

Students are expected to wear appropriate athletic clothes for each rehearsal. 
Comfortable clothes ensure that students have full mobility during rehearsals 
to execute all physical activity including running, marching, visuals, 
breathing, stretching, etc. The appropriate rehearsal attire includes: 

● Comfortable T-shirt (No strapless or cutoffs- tank tops are acceptable) 
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● Athletic shorts (No jeans or khakis) 
● Tennis shoes 
● Socks 
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MOTIVATION 
 
Band directors and staff members can provide and encourage all of the 
necessary materials and behaviors in order to be successful, but the true 
power is in the hands of the students. Students must ultimately make the 
decision on whether or not they are going to succeed. Students that are 
particularly self-motivated often have the most success. Below are available 
opportunities for students to strive for as they continue their education and 
experience within the Marching Cavaliers.  

 
MARCHING CAVALIER STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

 
At the conclusion of each school year, students may interview for Student 
Leader positions for the following marching season. Students must have at 
least one year of marching band experience to be eligible for a student 
leader position and two years of experience to eligible for field commander. 
These positions will be selected from an interview panel consisting of the 
directors. In addition to the interview, students will also submit a packet 
containing a questionnaire and letter of recommendation. (provided by the 
directors). Students who wish to continue their student leader position for 
the following year must still submit a packet and attend an interview.  
 

FIELD COMMANDER 
The holder of this position should serve as an inspiration and a role model to 
all members of the band. After the directors and other instructional staff, the 
field commander holds the highest leadership position in the band. The field 
commander is to assist the directors with direct control of marching band 
rehearsals. The field commander is responsible for conducting the band at all 
performances as well as giving commands during field rehearsals.  
 

STUDENT LEADERS 
(SECTION LEADERS/SQUAD LEADERS) 

Student leaders are responsible for the operations of their individual 
sections. They will organize section events, assist in teaching music by 
leading sectionals every week, and teaching marching fundamentals during 
field rehearsal. In the event that a section has multiple student leaders, the 
titles Co-Section Leader or Squad Leader may be assigned. Co-Section 
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Leaders will completely share all responsibilities within their section and 
they will be considered equals in every aspect. Squad Leaders will have all 
of the same responsibilities as the Section Leader, however if a dispute 
arises where someone must make the final decision, the Section Leader is 
ultimately in charge. The Squad Leader must adhere to the Section Leader at 
all times and is second in command to the Section Leader.  
 

AWARDS 
 
At the conclusion of the marching band season, there will be a Marching 
Band Banquet for students to celebrate their accomplishments from the 
season. Students will be recognized for their participation in band, Student 
Leaders will be recognized for their hard work and teaching, and special 
awards will be given to outstanding students. Aside from the general awards, 
these honors will also be awarded to honorable recipients.  
 

OUTSTANDING ROOKIE  
This award will be given to the Outstanding Rookie from the marching band 
season. This person will have demonstrated a high level of achievement 
from the beginning of the season. This person learned and played the music 
very quickly and executed the drill well at all times. Aside from musical 
qualities, this person also maintained a positive attitude and demonstrated a 
great work ethic and character. This person is considered to be at the top of 
the rookie class.  

 
MOST IMPROVED ROOKIE 

This award will be given to the Rookie that showed the most improvement 
during the marching band season. Although this person may have struggled 
at first, this person showed the largest amount of improvement by the end of 
the season. This person never stopped working or trying to be a better band 
member. This person showed true dedication for the duration of the 
marching band season.  

 
OUTSTANDING SENIOR 

This award will be given to the Outstanding Senior from the marching band 
season. This senior served as one of the best role models and inspirations not 
only to their section, but to the entire band. This person demonstrates a high 
level of achievement both in marching and playing. This person maintained 
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a positive attitude for the duration of the season and pushed others to have 
the same outlook. This is an all-around great person who made an impact on 
the Marching Cavaliers. 
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Chillicothe High School Marching Cavaliers  
Handbook Contract 

 
We have read and understand the Chillicothe High School Marching 
Cavaliers Band Handbook. We hereby agree to adhere to all expectations, 
rules, and procedures contained within. 
 
_________________________ _________________________ 
Student’s Name (print) Parent/Guardian’s Name (print) 
 
_________________________ _________________________ 
Student’s Signature Parent/Guardian’s Signature 
 
_________________________ _________________________ 
Date Date 
 
Contact Information: 
Parent/Guardian 
 
Work Phone: __________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: __________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
Student Contact 
Cell Phone: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ________________________________________________ 
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