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Language Arts III/ Honors Language Arts III Syllabus 

CHS English Language Arts Department 
 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, email or visiting the 
school.  
Teacher: Mr. Geoffrey Smith 
Email Address: geoffrey.smith@ccsd.us 
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16264 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide 
tomorrow’s leaders with a high quality education by developing high expectations 
and positive personal relationships among students, staff, and community 
members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers 
students to learn, to lead, and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:  
American Literature and Composition  
State Course # 050180  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Language Arts II  
Required Option     Grade: 11  
Graded Conventionally    Credit: 1  
 This course integrates the teaching of American literature (fiction and 
nonfiction), vocabulary development, and writing. Emphasis in literature is based 
upon the chronological study of authors and their works. Grammar and 
mechanics are taught through the writing process.  
 Students will write in a variety of modes for various purposes and audiences 
in addition to writing reflective compositions, responses to literature that 
advance a judgment that is interpretative, analytical, evaluative or reflective. 
They will also write informational essays or reports including research that 
develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subjective. They 
will produce a persuasive composition and informational writings. 
 
Honors Language Arts III - 132  
American Literature and Advanced Composition 
State Course # 050180 
Prerequisite: Language Arts II, Grade of B or higher in previous Language Arts 
class, 2.5 or better cumulative GPA, last year’s Language Arts teacher’s 

mailto:geoffrey.smith@ccsd.us
http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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recommendation, required summer reading with accompanying assignments 
must be completed by designated due dates. If students do not meet the 
criteria, they must have a letter from the parents/guardian and approval of the 
principal to enroll in the class. 
Required Option     Grade: 11  
Weighted Grade     Credit: 1               
Students may be required to purchase supplemental materials.  

This course integrates the teaching of American literature (fiction and 
nonfiction), vocabulary development, and writing. Emphasis in literature is based 
upon the chronological study of authors and their works. Grammar and 
mechanics are taught through the writing process.  

Students will write in a variety of modes for various purposes and 
audiences in addition to writing reflective compositions, responses to literature 
that advance a judgment that is interpretative, analytical, evaluative or reflective. 
They will also write informational essays or reports including research that 
develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subjective. They 
will produce a persuasive composition and informational writings.  

Required readings are part of the 9-12 curriculum. Parents may request 
an alternative book for a specific required reading by writing a letter to the 
Language Arts teacher.  
Please refer to the Summer Honors/AP Reading Assignment Due Dates 
Policy on page 56 of the Course Planning Handbook. 
 
Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big 
Ideas of every Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be 
answered to better understand the Big Ideas. A student’s ability to grasp and 
answer the Essential Questions will define whether or not he or she adequately 
learns and can apply the skills found in Big Ideas.  This will ultimately define 
whether or not a student scores well on assessments given for this course. 
(Teacher Note: The Ainsworth Model suggests 1-3 Big Ideas for each Unit and 1-
3 essential questions per Big Idea. Each Unit will vary.)  
1st or 3rd 9 Weeks    

o Unit I Title:  Storytelling and Personal Narrative 
 Big Idea #1:  I understand what a narrative is. 

 Essential Question #1: What questions must be 
answered in a personal narrative? 

 Essential Question #2:  What concepts does a 
personal narrative contain? 

 Essential Question #3: How do you generate ideas for 
a personal narrative? 

 Big Idea #2: I can construct a narrative from my own 
personal experience. 
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 Essential Question #1: How does one organize and 
develop a draft to effectively communicate a unified 
theme? 

 Essential Question #2: What does the addition of 
dialogue and sensory detail add to a narrative? 

 Essential Question #3: How do I properly format a 
draft of an essay. 

 Big Idea #3: I can revise and edit my draft to better suit 
my audience. 

 Essential Question #1: How do I utilize feedback to 
improve my writing? 

 Essential Question #2: How do I check for coherence 
and clarity? 

 Essential Question #3: What are common 
grammatical mistakes that I can avoid? 
 

o Unit II Title: Drama 
 Big Idea #1: I can tell the difference between drama and 

other forms of literature. 

 Essential Question #1: What is the language of 
drama?   

 Essential Question #2: What elements of drama help 
to tell its story? 

 Essential Question #3: How is drama defined by 
performance? 

 Big Idea #2: I can identify different types of characters in 
drama as well as the roles they play. 

 Essential Question #1: What kinds of characters are 
there and what roles do they play?   

 Essential Question #2: How can character types be 
adapted to fit dramatic settings? 

 Essential Question #3: What additional roles do 
characters play in drama? 

 Big Idea #3: I understand how performance changes 
drama.  

 Essential Question #1: How does one convey textual 
meaning with one’s voice?   

 Essential Question #2: How do the actions that one 
chooses to make in performance help to tell a story? 

 Essential Question #3: How does audience interaction 
contribute to performance? 

o Unit III Title: Persuasion and Rhetoric  
 Big Idea #1: I can recognize and use rhetoric to persuade 

others. 



4 

 

 Essential Question #1: What are the three appeals 
and how are they used?   

 Essential Question #2: What are rhetorical devices 
and how are they used? 

 Essential Question #3: What is the basic construction 
of an argument and how does one use it to persuade 
a specific audience? 

 Big Idea #2: I can construct an effective argumentative 
essay. 

 Essential Question #1: How do I state my claim? 
 Essential Question #2: How do I find and evaluate 

strong evidence for my claim? 
 Essential Question #3: Why should I avoid logical 

fallacies in my effort to persuade? 
 Big Idea #3: I can revise and edit an essay to strengthen 

my arguments. 
 Essential Question #1: How do I ensure that my 

organization of claims is logical? 
 Essential Question #2: How can I tell if my evidence 

aligns with my claim? 
 Essential Question #3: How effectively do I address 

and refute counterclaims? 
 2nd or 4th 9 Weeks 

o Unit IV Title:  Romanticism and Transcendentalism  
 Big Idea #1: I can digest a work of Transcendentalism and 

recognize its distinct qualities. 
 Essential Question #1: What is transcendentalism?  
 Essential Question #2: What role does the individual 

play in Transcendentalism? 
 Essential Question #3: What role does nature play in 

Transcendentalism? 
 Big Idea #2: I can recognize aspects of romanticism in 

literary works. 
 Essential Question #1: What is romanticism?   
 Essential Question #2: How is romanticism similar 

and different from transcendentalism? 
 Essential Question #3: How does symbolism impact a 

story? 
 Big Idea #3: I can recognize both transcendental and 

romantic elements in poetry. 
 Essential Question #1:  What elements should we 

analyze to understand poetry? 
 Essential Question #2: How do conventional and free 

verse forms of poetry differ? 
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 Essential Question #3: What is the value of 
transcendentalism or romanticism within poetry? 

o Unit V Title: Realism and Regionalism 
 Big Idea #1: I can recognize traits of realism in literary 

works. 
 Essential Question #1: How is realism different from 

romanticism?   
 Essential Question #2: How is the language of the 

realist different from the romantic? 
 Essential Question #3: What should be expected of 

realistic literature? 
 Big Idea #2: I see how an author’s sense of belonging to a 

certain geographical area, or regionalism, affects the texts 
he or she produces. 

 Essential Question #1: When was regional literature 
most widely read? 

 Essential Question #2: Why was it important to have 
regional literature? 

 Essential Question #3: How does regionalism 
contribute to contemporary literature? 

 Big Idea #3: I can see how historical events affect 
authors’ points of view and the works they produce. 

 Essential Question #1: What influence do events like 
the Civil War, World War I, World War II, and The 
Great Depression have on literature? 

 Essential Question #2: How does the depiction of 
historic events help us to evaluate our own lives? 

 Essential Question #3: How does realism affect how 
historical fiction is written? 

o Unit VI Title: The American Novel 
 Big Idea #1: I understand how novels are distinct forms of 

literature. 
 Essential Question #1: How is a novel similar and 

different from a short story? 
 Essential Question #2: How does author’s purpose 

differ in a novel as compared to other works? 
 Essential Question #3: How do novels cover multiple 

plot threads with purpose? 
 Big Idea #2: I can recognize how multiple stories within a 

novel in communicate larger ideas and themes. 
 Essential Question #1: What is the purpose of using 

multiple stories within a novel? 
 Essential Question #2: How can different stories 

within a novel remain unified by theme? 
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 Essential Question # 3: How can characters in a novel 
become symbols? 

 Big Idea #3: I can respond to literature and express 
deeper understanding of a work through writing. 

 Essential Question #1: How do I find key differences 
and similarities between stories and mediums? 

 Essential Question #2: How does a novel’s subject 
matter impact the reader? 

 END OF COURSE EXAM 
 
Course Material: 
Google Chromebook 
Textbook:  
Language Arts III/Honors Language Arts III 

Collections - Grade 11 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, © 2015 

Supplemental Textbook(s):  
Language Arts III/Honors Language Arts III 

The Essential Guide to Language, Writing, & Literature 
Perfection Learning, © 2007 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Grand Central Publishing, © 1982 

Electronic Resources: 

 Collections - Grade 11 
 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, © 2015 
 Google Docs 
 Google Classroom 

 Blackboard 
 

Course Expectations:  Students are expected to maintain an excellent work 
ethic and to meet the challenge of higher level thinking. Students need to have 
developed organizational skills.  All assignments must be turned in on time and 
be completed with maximum effort. Late work will be scored in accordance with 
the previously defined Board adopted Grading Policy. 
 
Grading:  
Unit Exams          50%  
Assessments (Including: Quizzes, Essays, Labs, and Projects)  30%  
Class work/Homework        20%  

 End of Course Exam is 20% of a student’s final grade.  
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Grading Scale: 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student 
handbook or online at 
http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook 
 
Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board adopted policy on 
assignments that are turned in late (to be reviewed in class). Information can be 
viewed on-line at 
http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook - In accordance 
with the policy, any work that is turned in late but within five days of the original 
due date will receive a maximum grade of 75%.  Any work that is turned in late 
beyond five days but within ten days will receive a maximum grade of 60%.  Any 
work submitted beyond ten days will receive no credit. 
 
Summer Assignment Submission Guidelines and Late Work Policy: 
For some courses, students will be supplied with a list of required summer 
assignments prior to the conclusion of the previous academic year. All summer 
assignments must be submitted electronically to a digital platform designated by 
the teacher of each course. No hard copies will be accepted. Summer 
assignments must be completed by the due dates specified. Due to the fact that 
summer activities are assigned in May, PRIOR to school starting in the fall, there 
will be no due date extensions.  
AGAIN, PLEASE NOTE THAT SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO 
BOARD POLICY FOR LATE WORK BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE WORK - 
STUDENTS ARE ALREADY ALLOWED EXTRA TIME TO COMPLETE EACH 
ASSIGNMENT, SO THERE WILL BE NO EXTENSIONS OR GRADE CHANGES 
GRANTED IF THESE ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DUE DATE 
UNLESS EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST. FURTHER, FAILING TO SUBMIT 
WORK FOR COURSES IN WHICH SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS ARE REQUIRED WILL 
SUBJECT STUDENTS TO REMOVAL FROM THE COURSE AT THE DISCRETION OF 
THE TEACHER, GUIDANCE STAFF, AND ADMINISTRATION. 
 
CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school 
year. Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this years’ tentative 
schedule is subject to change (at the teachers’ discretion).  
1st or 3rd 9 Weeks:  
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  
Unit I Title:  Storytelling and the Personal Narrative 
Week 1: Personal Narratives and Questions they should address (Teacher Notes) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 2: Sensory Details and Structure (Teacher Notes and Rough Draft Work) 

 Formative Assessment  

http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/1/Content2/studenthandboook
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Week 3: Coherence, Clarity, and How to Edit (Teacher Notes and Final Draft 
Work) 

 Unit I Summative Assessment  
Unit II Title:  Drama and Allegory 
Week 4: The language of Drama (Notes and Textbook) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 5: Character types and setting expectations:  The Crucible 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 6: Performance in Drama: The Crucible 

 Unit II Summative Assessment  
Unit III Title: Persuasion and Rhetoric 
Week 7: Persuasive Rhetoric (Selected Readings) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 8: Persuasive Techniques and Professional Writing Skills (Drafting) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 9: Writing a Persuasive Essay (Publishing) 

 Unit III Summative Assessment  
2nd or 4th 9 Weeks  
Unit IV Title: Romanticism and Transcendentalism  
Week 1:  Transcendental Literature (Textbook Readings and Notes) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 2:  Romantic Literature (Textbook Readings and Notes) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 3:  Poetry and its connection to Nature and the Emotions (Textbook 
Readings and Notes) 

 Unit IV Summative Assessment 
Unit V Title: Realism and Regionalism 
Week 4: The Basics of Realism (Selected Readings) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 5: The Basics of Regionalism (Selected Readings) 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 6: Realism in the Contemporary Novel (To Kill a Mockingbird) 

 Unit V Summative Assessment 
Unit VI Title: The American Novel 
Week 7: Comparing a novel and a short story:  To Kill A Mockingbird 

 Formative Assessment   
Week 8: Multiple Narratives Within a Novel; Theme: To Kill a Mockingbird 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 9: Comparisons Across Literature: To Kill A Mockingbird 

 Unit VI Summative Assessment 
END OF COURSE EXAM  
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
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One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. According to 
the Ohio Department of Education, “Performance Based Assessments (PBA) 
provides authentic ways for students to demonstrate and apply their 
understanding of the content and skills within the standards. The performance 
based assessments will provide formative and summative information to inform 
instructional decision-making and help students move forward on their trajectory 
of learning.” Some examples of Performance Based Assessments include but are 
not limited to portfolios, experiments, group projects, demonstrations, essays, 
and presentations. 
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CHS Language Arts III/Honors Language Arts III Course Syllabus 
 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your parent(s) 
or guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can verify you 
understand what I expect out of each and every one of my students. 
Student Name (please print):  
______________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  
_______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:  

_______________________________________________ 

Date:  _______________________________________________________ 


