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Language Arts IV Themes in Literature and Composition Syllabus 
CHS Language Arts Department 

 
Contact Information: Parents may contact me by phone, e-mail or visiting the school.  
Teacher: Dr. Robert Lawson 
E-mail Address: robert.lawson@ccsd.us 
Phone Number: (740) 702-2287 ext. 16234 
Online: http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home 
 
CCSD Vision Statement: The Chillicothe City School District will provide tomorrow’s leaders 
with a high quality education by developing high expectations and positive personal 
relationships among students, staff, and community members. 
 
CCSD Mission Statement: The Chillicothe City School District empowers students to learn, 
to lead, and to serve. 
 
Course Description and Prerequisite(s) from Course Handbook:  
Language Arts IV - 142 Themes in Literature and Composition  
(College Credit Plus Option: SS142) State Course # 050190  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Language Arts III  
Required Option Grade: 12           Graded Conventionally Credit: 1 
     Students will read a variety of genres including novels, poetry, nonfiction, drama, and short 
stories by respected modern authors in order to enhance their cultural literacy and to expand 
their knowledge of the modern world. This course will provide opportunities to examine literary 
comments on fundamental problems, emotion, and involvements in life. Independent reading 
and writing are required.  
    Students will explore writing for a variety of audiences and purposes. Students will study 
the elements necessary to write clearly and concisely, as well as the grammatical structures 
necessary for effective writing.  
  Required readings are part of the 9-12 curriculum. Parents may request an alternative book 
for a specific required reading by writing a letter to the Language arts teacher.  
This course may be taken for dual credit through Southern State University.  
 
Learning Targets per Unit: Defined below for clarity are the Unit Titles, Big Ideas of every 
Unit taught during this course, and the Essential Questions to be answered to better 
understand the Big Ideas. A student’s ability to grasp and answer the Essential Questions will 
define whether or not he or she adequately learns and can apply the skills found in Big Ideas.  
This will ultimately define whether or not a student scores well on assessments given for this 
course. (Teacher Note: The Ainsworth Model suggests 1-3 Big Ideas for each Unit and 1-3 
essential questions per Big Idea. Each Unit may vary.)  
 
 1st or 3rd Quarter  

http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home
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o Unit I: Reading Fiction 
 Big Idea #1: I can recognize the elements of fiction 

 Essential Question #1:  What are the five essential elements of fiction? 
 Essential Question #2: What are the functions of each of these five 

parts in a story? 
 Essential Question #3: What additional literary devices may fiction 

writers include in their work? 
 Big Idea #2: I can evaluate author’s perspective and its function in 

fiction 

 Essential Question #1:  How does the author’s choice of narrator 
impact the overall story? 

 Essential Question #2: How does a reader gauge the reliability of the 
narrator? 

 Essential Question #3: How does a reader determine the author’s 
tone?  

 Big Idea #3: I can evaluate a story and compose a reader’s 
response  

 Essential Question #1: How can a reader evaluate a piece of fiction by 
examining the functions of its various elements? 

 Essential Question #2: How can a reader identify a theme, or connect 
a literary theme to a relevant personal experience? 

 Essential Question #3: How is a character’s motivation related to plot 
and theme? 

o Unit II: Reading Informational Text 
 Big Idea #1: I can identify features  of nonfiction texts and their 

uses 

 Essential Question #1: How can readers identify and categorize a 
nonfiction work? 

 Essential Question #2: What are some practical uses of nonfiction 
works? 

 Essential Question #3: What are the general purposes of nonfiction 
texts? 

 Big Idea #2: I can use active reading skills to understand 
informational text 

 Essential Question #1: What skills can readers apply to understand a 
piece of nonfiction? 

 Essential Question #2: What text features can enhance comprehension 
of nonfiction texts? 

 Essential Question #3: How do rhetorical devices reveal or emphasize 
an author’s stated and implied meanings? 

 Big Idea #3: I know some common features shared by fiction and 
creative nonfiction 

 Essential Question #1: What qualities do biography, autobiography, 
and essays share with fictional writing? 
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 Essential Question #2: What are some common literary devices which 
readers may encounter in nonfiction readings? 

 Essential Question #3: How can readers analyze and synthesize 
information from nonfiction works? 

o Unit III: Writing the Argument Essay 
 Big Idea #1: I can clearly state my views and provide relevant 

support 

 Essential Question #1: What is argumentative writing, and what are its 
uses? 

 Essential Question #2: What are the key elements to include in an 
argumentative essay? 

 Essential Question #3: What strategies are best to use when writing to 
defend a viewpoint? 

 Big Idea #2: I can select appropriate support from outside sources 
and smoothly combine it with my own ideas 

 Essential Question #1: What is the purpose of summarizing and taking 
notes when doing research? 

 Essential Question #2:  For what purposes should a writer incorporate 
support from research? 

 Essential Question #3: What are the various types of support that a 
writer should include in an argument essay? 

 Big Idea #3: I can follow conventions of research to avoid 
plagiarism 

 Essential Question #1: What is the necessary Works Cited information 
to include as one gathers research, INCLUDING it with one’s 
notes/summaries? 

 Essential Question #2: How does a writer correctly employ 
parenthetical documentation to credit a source? 

 Essential Question #3:  How does a writer use parenthetical 
documentation AND a Works Cited page to credit researched 
information? 

 2nd or 4th Quarter  
o Unit IV: Expository Writing and Assessments 

 Big Idea #1: I can read a prompt, identify the tasks to perform, and 
respond to all parts of the question 

 Essential Question #1: How does one break a prompt into specific 
tasks? 

 Essential Question #2: What strategies work well for writing opening 
and closing statements during timed tests? 

 Essential Question #3: What strategies can one use to assure a 
complete response to the prompt? 

 Big Idea #2:  I can present ideas in a logical order and provide text-based 

support. 

 Essential Question #1: What organizational plan should I follow for an 
expository essay? 
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 Essential Question #2: How do I choose details from a passage to use 
for support? 

 Essential Question #3: How do I smoothly blend support with my own 
ideas for a clear message? 

 Big Idea #3:  I can adapt my written responses to fit the requirements of a 
variety of testing formats or platforms. 

 Essential Question #1: How can I earn full credit for hot text items, 
multi-select items, and evidence-based selected response items on 
digital testing platforms? 

 Essential Question #2: How do I manage a digital test platform that 
requires use of scrolling or split screens to work on an essay that must 
include textual evidence? 

 Essential Question #3: How can I use my knowledge of the scoring 
rubric to improve my performance on any essay-based assessment?  

o Unit V: Reading Poetry 
 Big Idea #1: I can identify and evaluate structural features of 

poetry 

 Essential Question #1:  What elements of a poem’s structure 
contribute to its impact and meaning? 

 Essential Question #2: How does a reader recognize formal poetic 
structures? 

 Essential Question #3: How can a reader’s attention to author’s diction 
enhance the impact of the poem? 

 Big Idea #2: I can identify and evaluate sound devices in poetry 

 Essential Question #1: What are some common sound devices found 
in poetry? 

 Essential Question #2: How does a reader recognize and distinguish 
between various sound techniques included in a poem? 

 Essential Question #3: What does the presence of sound devices add 
to the overall impact of a poem? 

 Big Idea #3: I can identify and evaluate word choice and imagery in 
poetry 

 Essential Question #1: What are some common figures of speech and 
sensory descriptions found in poetry? 

 Essential Question #2: How does a reader recognize and distinguish 
between various figures of speech and descriptive details included in a 
poem? 

 Essential Question #3: How do structure, sound, and imagery work 
together to reveal a poem’s meaning? 

o Unit VI: Reading Drama 
 Big Idea #1: I know the main elements of drama  

 Essential Question #1: What are the unique features of drama as a 
genre? 

 Essential Question #2: What are the two main types of drama, and 
how do they differ? 

 Essential Question #3: Why is dialogue so important in drama? 
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 Big Idea #2: I can understand the role of setting and conflict in 
dramatic structure 

 Essential Question #1: What important information is presented in the 
opening of a play? 

 Essential Question #2: How does setting impact the staging and 
plotline of the play? 

 Essential Question #3: What parts do irony and symbolism add to the 
impact of a live performance? 

 Big Idea #3: I can see a logical progression in the drama’s plot and 
its connection to theme 

 Essential Question #1:  Where are the climactic event, falling action 
event(s), and resolution of the play’s plot typically placed? 

 Essential Question #2: What theme(s) are revealed by these aspects 
of the plot? 

 Essential Question #3: How can a viewer/reader connect to the story, 
either as a member of an audience, or as a reader of a dramatic text? 

 END OF COURSE EXAM 
 
Textbooks:  Collections-12, Houghton Mifflin, 2015; Evergreen: A Guide to Writing 
With Readings, 8th edition, Houghton Mifflin, 2007.  Reading the World: Contemporary 
 Literature From Around the Globe, Perfection Learning Co., 2003. 
 
Supplemental Textbook(s): Additional supplemental readings may be assigned. 
 
Course Expectations Students will complete all assignments on time and with maximum 
effort; assignments will include journal responses, chapter exercises, and grammar/vocabulary 
work as well as written drafts and projects. Quizzes and tests will also be incorporated, 
including Unit assessments and an end of course exam.  All work is to be submitted on time 
for full credit to be achieved. Students have a window of time to submit late work, for partial 
credit, as per board policy.  At the conclusion of the extension period, late work will no longer 
be accepted. 
 
Course Materials 
Textbook    Google Chromebook Paper Pen/pencil   Agenda book  
Flash drive  Additional supplemental reading, as assigned 
3 x 5 cards* Post-it notes*     (*as determined by instructor) 
 

Grading:  
Unit Exams          50%  
Assessments (Including: Quizzes, Essays, Labs, and Projects)  30%  
Homework/Classwork       20% 

 
Grading Scale 
The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student handbook or online 
at http://www.ccsd.us/schools/chs/Student_Handbook/ 
 

http://www.ccsd.us/schools/chs/Student_Handbook/
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Late Work: Late work will be subject to the board adopted policy on assignments that are 
turned in late (to be reviewed in class). Information can be viewed on-line at 
http://www.ccsd.us/schools/chs/Student_Handbook/ 
 
CHS TENTATIVE Course Schedule  
This is an overview of what will be covered in this course at CHS for this school year. 
Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim, this year’s tentative schedule is subject to 
change (at the teacher’s discretion).  
 
1st or 3rd 9 Weeks:  
Week 1: Beginning of the Year Pre-Assessment Exam  
Unit I Reading Fiction: 
Week 1: Review of short story elements.  Read various fictional stories to evaluate them for 
plot, setting, characterization, theme, point of view, and additional literary elements such as 
symbolism or figurative language. 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 2: Read various fictional stories to further practice with fiction evaluation, including 
author’s purpose, tone, and style.  Reader-response development will focus on reader’s 
connections to text as well as connection of one text to others. 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 3: Review all fiction elements and practice written analysis of how the parts connect to 
each other and to theme. 

 Unit I Summative Assessment  
Unit II Reading Informational Text: 
Week 3: Review of nonfiction elements.  Read various nonfiction selections to identify format 
variations within the genre and authors’ uses of rhetorical strategies.  Evaluate author’s 
purpose in selecting a particular nonfiction format, and identify ways that reading nonfiction 
works may be useful for readers beyond the scope of literature class, including building 
comprehension skills through use of text features, identification of primary versus secondary 
sources, and activation of prior knowledge. 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 4: Read a pair of literary nonfiction selections for purpose of comparison.  Evaluate the 
similarities literary nonfiction shares with fictional writing, including presence of literary 
devices, as well as author’s choice of style, tone, point of view, and supporting details.  
Practice synthesis of information from a variety of sources by writing a comparison about the 
selections under study. 

 Formative Assessment  
Weeks 5-6: Review all nonfiction elements and practice written analysis of how the parts 
connect to each other and reveal author’s purpose and main idea. 

 Unit II Summative Assessment  
Unit III Writing the Argument Essay: 
Week 7: Examine various elements of argument writing-what are the different purposes for 
arguments, and how are they presented? Explore the various types of supporting evidence 
used in argument writing, and determine appropriate uses of the options available. Determine 
an argument topic to explore and create an outline for the essay. 

 Formative Assessment  

http://www.ccsd.us/schools/chs/Student_Handbook/
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Weeks 7-8: Practice locating valid sources and correctly summarizing, paraphrasing, and 
crediting information borrowed from various sources toward the goal of drafting an argument 
essay.  Review correct citation practices to employ when using researched support, in order to 
avoid plagiarism, and to smoothly incorporate the supporting material in one’s own work. 
Develop a rough draft of the essay. 

 Formative Assessment  
Weeks 8-9: Complete the revision of the argument essay draft with researched support. Final 
typed draft is part of the Unit III Summative Assessment (Performance Based piece). 

 Unit III Summative Assessment  
2nd or 4th 9 Weeks:  
Unit IV: Expository Writing and Assessments  
Week 1-2: Read a prompt, identify the tasks to perform, and respond to all parts of the 
question 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 2-3: Present ideas in a logical order and provide text-based support. 

 Formative Assessment  
Week 4:  Adapt written responses to fit the requirements of a variety of testing formats or 
platforms. 

 Unit IV Summative Assessment 
Unit V: Reading Poetry 
Week 4: Review various formal poetic structures, then identify structures employed in poems 
under study.  

 Formative Assessment  
Week 5: Read a variety of poems by multiple authors to practice identification of sound 
devices and imagery techniques poets incorporate in their works.   

 Formative Assessment  
Week 6: Evaluate how structure, sound and imagery work together to reveal a poem’s 
meaning.   

 Unit V Summative Assessment 
Unit VI: Reading Drama 
Weeks 6-7: Read a full-length drama such as Antigone, A Streetcar Named Desire, or similar 
work.  Review features unique to the dramatic genre, and discuss the focus/purpose of the 
two main types of dramas. Examine the importance of dialogue for presenting characterization 
and plot events in the dramatic mode. While reading a drama in class, review the elements of 
a story, especially setting, conflict, and plot line, and their applications to the plotline of the 
drama. 
Weeks 7-8: Examine the impact of setting and staging on a play’s plotline, as well as the 
contributions which irony, symbolism, or other literary elements may add to the play’s setting, 
plot, and characterization.  Evaluate the play’s theme and the methods the playwright uses to 
reveal theme.  Connect theme to other readings or personal experiences. 
Week 8:  

 Unit VI Summative Assessment 
Week 9: END OF COURSE EXAM  
 
Performance Based Section:  Writing 
Assignments/Exams/Presentations/Technology  
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One or more of the End of Unit Exams may be Performance Based. According to the Ohio 
Department of Education, “Performance Based Assessments (PBA) provides authentic ways for 
students to demonstrate and apply their understanding of the content and skills within the 
standards. The performance based assessments will provide formative and summative 
information to inform instructional decision-making and help students move forward on their 
trajectory of learning.” Some examples of Performance Based Assessments include but are not 
limited to portfolios, experiments, group projects, demonstrations, essays, and presentations. 
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CHS Language Arts IV Themes in Literature and Composition Course Syllabus 
 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your parent(s) or 
guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can verify you understand 
what I expect out of each and every one of my students. 
 
 
Student Name (please print):  ______________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  _______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:  _______________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________________________________________________________ 


